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THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN,  HATFIELD  RURAL 
AND  WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  1971 °  As  in  previous 
years,  the  main  body  of  the  report  gives  an  account  of  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  District  Councils, 
information  on  the  personal  health  and  welfare  services  of  the 
County  Council  being  appended  as  a  supplement®  The  sections 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  and  the 
Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  compiled  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  reviews  their  work  throughout  the  year, 
and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Managers  for  the  details  of  the 
progress  in  housing  in  their  respective  Districts, 

No  major  adverse  factors  upset  the  high  standards  of  health 
enjoyed  by  the  Districts  throughout  the  year,  the  vital  statistics 
given  in  the  opening  pages  of  each  District  report  comparing 
favourably  with  previous  years,  and  the  National  rates „  The 
relatively  high  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Welwyn  Garden  City  was 
due  to  three  or  four  mere  deaths  than  usual  in  older  infants,  some 
with  severe  congenital  abnormalities »  Examination  of  the  causes 
of  death  shows  that  cancer  deaths  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  fell  from 
the  unusually  high  figure  in  1970  due  to  fewer  deaths  from  cancer 
of  the  stomach  and  lung  cancer 0  Deaths  from  coronary  heart  disease 

were  also  20  less  than  in  19?0o  The  loss  of  life  from  Road  Traffic 

and  other  accidents  in  the  Districts  (24)  unhappily  shows  no  reduction 
but  the  suicide  rate  remains  low® 

The  general  decline  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
continues  throughout  the  Districts  with  a  marked  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  measles  among  nursery  and  primary  school  children  now  that  the 
measles  vaccination  programme  is  proving  effective®  There  were  no 
instances  of  enteric  fever  reported  among  immigrants  into  the  area, 
or  those  returning  from  holidays  abroad,  and  no  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning o  Notifications  of  infective  jaundice  (3)  were  fewer  than 
usual®  The  notification  of  a  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  in  an 
infant  born  in  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital,  the  first  reported 
for  many  years,  illustrates  the  need  for  continued  watchfulness  by 
the  midwives  particularly  now  that  the  condition  is  more  readily 
treatable  without  damage  to  the  baby°s  eyes®  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  this  infant  made  a  complete  recovery  following  treatment 
at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital® 
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The  controversy  over  the  withdrawal  of  free  school  milk 
for  children  aged  7-11  years  showed  the  concern  felt  by  many 
doctors,  teachers  and  councillors  about  the  possible  educational 
and  nutritional  consequences  that  the  withdrawal  of  milk  might 
have  among  under  privileged  children  and  those  arriving  at  school 
with  little  or  no  breakfast.  On  the  other  hand  some  were  not 
worried  about  the  withdrawal  of  this  one  item  in  the  diet  of  a 
population  considered  to  be  well  nourished •  The  milk  issue  raises 
matters  which  have  more  general  implications  for  nutritional  policy. 

At  what  ages  are  nutritional  deficiencies  or  excesses  most  important 
for  the  development  and  future  health  of  the  child,  and  how  should 
we  best  identify  the  children  who  should  receive  the  benefits  of  a 
selective  policy?  At  present  our  methods  of  measurement  are 
imprecise  and  it  is  difficult  to  know  how  to  assess  accurately  a 
child's  needs.  Certainly  teachers  are  well  placed  to  recognise 
school  children  who  come  to  school  without  breakfast  and  the 
possible  effects  of  an  empty  stomach  on  performance  in  the  class, 
but  the  full  effects  and  consequences  are  difficult  to  measure  and 
in  spite  of  a  number  of  recent  reviews  there  is  still  much  that  needs 
clarification.  We  know  that  overweight  children  are  produced  by 
both  genetic  and  nutritional  factors  and  that  overweight  children 
tend  to  become  overweight  adults  with  increased  risk  of  ill  health 
particularly  from  heart  disease,  gastric  disorders  and  diabetes, 
but  further  study  and  research  is  needed  to  provide  a  firm  basis 
for  decisions  both  medical  and  socio-economic  in  this  field. 

On  the  1st  April  1971  the  newly  established  Social  Services 
Department  assumed  responsibility  for  the  planning  and  administration 
of  the  whole  range  of  Social  Services  provided  by  the  Local  Authority, 
the  first  of  the  great  changes  in  the  organisation  of  the  Health  and 
Social  Services  since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Services 
twenty  years  ago.  This  separation  of  Social  work  from  the  Health 
Service  follows  closely  the  recommendations  of  the  Seebohn  Report 
on  the  reorganisation  of  the  Social  Services  and  was  perhaps 
inevitable  due  to  the  very  rapid  expansion  and  complexity  of  Social 
work  support  in  the  community,  and  residential  care  in  recent  years, 
which  justified  an  independant  administration  working  in  close 
collaboration  and  association  with  the  Health  Service.  In  Mid 
Hertfordshire  the  Social  Work  team  under  Miss  B,  Quirk,  Divisional 
Social  Services  Officer,  is  now  established  in  offices  in  St.  Albans 
Road  East,  Hatfield,  with  branch  offices  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and 
Hatfield.  In  spite  of  the  many  practical  difficulties  facing  the  new 
department  in  building  up  a  separate  administrative  team  while 
continuing  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community,  the  transfer  of 
responsibilities  has  been  achieved  smoothly  with  the  minimum  of 
inconvenience.  At  the  moment  there  remain  some  fields  where  the 
responsibilities  of  the  two  departments  overlap  but  with  the  goodwill 
established  over  the  past  year  these  uncertainties  are  being  resolved. 
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The  government’s  white  paper  on  the  National  Health  Service 
reorganisation  sets  out  the  main  features  of  the  changes  to  be 
introduced  in  April  197*+  at  the  same  time  as  the  reorganisation 
of  Local  Government.  The  proposals  introduce  administrative 
changes  aimed  at  unification  of  the  three  main  branches  of  the 
Health  Service,  as  part  of  a  wider  programme  of  administrative 
reform.  The  unification  will  draw  together  the  administration 
of  the  family  practitioner  services,  the  community  health  services 
and  the  hospitals  and  bring  the  school  health  service  within  the 
National  Health  Service. 

Many  will  regret  that  the  opportunity  was  not  taken  to  bring 
the  whole  National  Health  Service  into  a  reorganised  local  government 
structure  with  the  health  and  social  services  under  a  single 
administration,  and  also  regret  the  lack  of  direct  accountability 
to  the  electorate  through  local  councillors  in  the  proposed  service 
with  the  prospect  of  only  four  Local  Authority  representatives  out 
of  15  in  the  Area  Health  Authorities,  no  direct  representation  at 
regional  level  and  half  the  20  -  30  seats  on  the  community  health 
Councils  whose  effectiveness  remains  uncertain. 

A  great  deal  of  preparatory  work  will  need  to  be  undertaken 
over  the  next  year  to  prepare  for  the  setting  up  of  the  Area  Health 
Authority  for  Hertfordshire  and  the  District  Working  Teams. 

Discussions  at  office  level  between  the  three  branches  have  commenced 
and  I  look  forward  to  the  wider  interests  and  new  responsibilities 
which  will  evolve  upon  the  Community  Physician  with  an  important 
administrative  and  environmental  health  specialist  role  in  the  future. 
The  importance  of  environmental  health  matters  in  these  changes  must 
not  be  forgotten  for  the  excellent  staff  of  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  Mid  Hertfordshire,  regrouped  in  the  new  District  Council  team 
will  have  better  opportunity  of  serving  the  public  and  advising  the 
Council  still  supported  by  the  medical  opinion  of  the  Community 
Physician  when  requested.  During  the  interval  before  the  introduction 
of  these  new  changes  the  opportunity  will  be  sought  for  senior  members 
of  the  staff  to  participate  in  training  courses  on  the  broader 
concepts  of  the  new  administrative  order. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Health  Education  Officer, 
the  Mid  Herts  Smoking  Project,  a  major  effort  in  Health  Education  was 
launched  in  October  with  the  active  support  of  the  Councils  and 
Education  Department,  details  of  which  are  included  in  the  section  on 
the  Personal  Health  Services  in  the  appendix.  I  would  like  to  express 
my  thanks  to  Mr.  Evans  and  his  staff  for  their  enthusiastic  support 
and  for  undertaking  much  of  the  detailed  enquiry  and  clerical  work 
involved  in  this  study. 
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Steady  progress  was  made  in  the  campaign  against  drug  taking 
throughout  the  year  details  of  which  are  also  given  in  the  appendix 
on  the  Personal  Health  Services „  In  spite  of  the  increased  availability 
of  adulterated  (chinese)  heroin  during  the  year  there  has  been  no 
extension  of  hard  drug  taking  in  Mid  Hertfordshire*  Increasing 
numbers  of  young  people  who  have  been  involved  for  a  long  period  are 
now  coming  forward  for  treatment  and  rehabilitation  often  a  most 
difficult  and  prolonged  effort  at  adjustment  to  a  more  normal  way  of 
life  and  often  disrupted  by  periods  of  antisocial  behaviour  and 
escapades  outside  the  lav/  leading  to  periods  of  enforced  detention 
following  appearances  before  the  magistrates* 

There  has  been  much  pressure  on  local  councillors ,  and  the 
County  Council  to  hasten  the  provision  of  free  family  planning 
facilities  throughout  the  County  and  for  an  educational  drive  among 
senior  pupils  at  schools  and  colleges  on  family  planning  methods. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  protagonists  for  universal 
free  provision  both  from  the  long  term  view  of  population  control  and 
the  more  immediate  social  needs  particularly  the  avoidance  of  unwanted 
pregnancies  among  unmarried  girls.  The  County  Council  has  increased 
its  annual  grant  to  the  Family  Planning  Association  and  other  family 
planning  agencies  to  some  £70 , 000  for  the  next  two  year  period  and  will 
doubtless  be  urged  to  increase  this  amount  to  ensure  wider  acceptance 
of  birth  control  measures.  But  free  provision  of  advice  and  treatment 
will  not  by  itself  ensure  uptake  by  young  persons  and  those  married 
couples  most  in  need  of  contraceptive  advice  -  a  widely  based  educational 
programme  must  also  be  instituted. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  given  by  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of 
the  respective  District  Councils,  and  especially  to  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  who  have  helped  my  by  carrying  out  much  detailed  work  in 
addition  to  their  routine  duties. 


July,  1972. 


G.  R.  TAYLOR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 
Medical  Officer  of  Healths 

G.R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S.,  F.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


E«P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E. ,  M.B. ,  B.S., 


D.P.H. ,  D.T.M.  &  H. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspectors 
L.  GARDINER,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 
D.H.  RATLIFF,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.R.  CAULFIELD,  Dipc  P.H.I.E.B. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Public  Health  Assistant: 
T.D.E.  TREVIS 


Clerks : 

Mrso  D.L.  WALLACE 
A.  A.  W.  CALLABY 
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WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  . ...  4,231 
Population  (mid  year  1971  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  40,390 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  Miirch,  1972  ,  * .  . ...  12,832 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1972  ....  £3,650,683 
Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1 971/72  ....  . ...  ....  £35,789 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  292 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  51 8 

Rate  for  1,000  population  12.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7»0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  15.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  526 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  12 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  23 .0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  19»0 

Illegitimate  M  M  "  M  Illegitimate  "  "  88.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  12.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  6.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  21.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  NIL 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 
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Population 


The  Registrar  General 8 s  estimate  of  population  in  Mid  1971 
was  40,390,  a  decrease  of  730  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
apparent  drop  is  the  consequence  of  a  recalculation  of  the  population 
following  the  1971  census 0 

Births 

The  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  births  continues  (51 8) 
due  to  increased  knowledge  of  family  planning  and  a  decline  in  the 
number  of  women  of  child  bearing  age® 

Deaths 


As  might  be  expected  the  main  causes  of  death  continue  to 
be  those  conditions  which  particularly  affect  the  aged  namely 
heart  disease,  cervical  vascular  accident  and  cancer*  Deaths  from 
cancer  (58)  showed  a  decline  due  particularly  to  a  marked  fall  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  alimentary  tract  and  liver, 
and  four  fewer  deaths  from  lung  cancer®  Deaths  from  other  causes 
showed  little  change  from  the  general  pattern  of  previous  years. 

Of  the  80  deaths  from  heart  disease,  62  were  regarded  as  due  to 
coronary  heart  disease  (38  male  and  24  female).  There  was  no 

decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  road  traffic  and  other  accidents  (9) 
and  only  one  death  from  suicide  was  recorded. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Ave.past 

five  yeaj 

Heart  Disease 

44 

36 

80 

75 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

9 

6 

13 

11 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

31 

27 

58 

62 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

31 

26 

37 

4o 

Pneumonia 

4 

12 

16 

13 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

20 

3 

25 

17 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

8 

1 

9 

9 

Leukaemia 

_ 

— 

— 

2 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Nephritis 

— 

1 

1 

- 

Congenital  Malformation 

— 

3 

3 

2 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc® 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Pregnancy 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Other  defined  causes 

13 

13 

26 

18 

161 

131 

292 

Deaths  from  Cancers  Total  58 


Respiratory  tract  -  16  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  12 

Breast  -  7  Uterus  -  3  Unclassified  -  20 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 


The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  19&7  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1971* 


The  standardised  birth  rate  for  the  town  (11,1)  continues  the 
steady  decline  of  the  past  6  years,  the  local  figure  now  being  well 
below  the  National  and  County  rate.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
continues  to  show  wide  annual  variations  as  one  or  two  extra  deaths 
in  the  year  produce  a  greatly  increased  rate. 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  ages  and  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  death 

9  hours 

M 

Respiratory  distress  -  Prematurity 

22  hours 

M 

Immaturity 

2  days 

F 

Fibrocystic  disease  of  pancreas 

1  week 

M 

Inhalation  of  vomit 

9  days 

F 

Congenital  heart  defect 

15  days 

M 

Intra  cerebral  haemorrhage  - 
Broncho  pneumonia 

16  days 

F 

Multiple  congenital  abnormalities 

1 1  weeks 

F 

Bronchiolitis 

3  months 

F 

Cot  death 

5  months 

M 

Febrile  convulsion  -  Bronchiolitis 
Spastic  deaf 

6  months 

F 

Virus  pneumonia 

9  months 

F 

Cot  death 

The  increase  in  infant  deaths  is  seen  to  be  the  consequence 
of  more  deaths  due  to  congenital  defects  and  the  so  called 
’'accidental"  causes  of  death  in  older  children  (one  case  of 
inhaled  vomit  and  two  cot  deaths).  The  early  neo  natal  deaths 
(under  1  week)  were  no  higher  than  the  average  for  the  town  as 
shown  by  the  early  neo  natal  mortality  rate  of  6  compared 
with  7  last  year.  Four  deaths  of  infants  between  the  ages  of 
1  and  4  weeks  is  unusual. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received  during  the  year  *. - 


Scarlet  Fever 

2 

(7) 

Meningitis  1 

(-> 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

(5) 

Diphtheria 

(-) 

Measles 

25  (225) 

Poliomyelitis 

(-) 

Dysentery 

1 

(1) 

Infective  Jaundice  1 

(-) 

Food  Poisoning  1  (l) 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1970) 


The  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles 
reflects  the  increasing  coverage  of  the  measles  vaccination 
programme  but  there  was  one  group  of  13  reported  cases  in 
February  with  a  slight  overspill  into  March  and  a  second  number 
of  9  cases  in  July  and  August,  Of  the  13  cases  of  whooping 
cough  reported,  8  occurred  in  January,  4  in  February  and  1  in 
March.  The  true  incidence  of  whooping  cough  is  difficult  to 
determine  as  preventive  vaccination  diminishes  the  severity  of 
the  disease  to  such  an  extent  that  the  diagnosis  at  times  can 
be  uncertain. 

At  the  end  of  July  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security  advised  that  primary  vaccination  against  smallpox 
need  not  now  be  recommended  as  a  routine  procedure  in  early 
childhood  due  to  the  diminishing  risk  of  importation  of 
smallpox  into  the  country.  The  Department  emphasises  however 
that  all  travellers  to  and  from  countries  where  smallpox  is 
endemic  or  countries  where  eradication  programmes  are  in  progress, 
should  be  protected  by  recent  vaccination  and  also  that  Health 
Service  staff  who  come  into  contact  with  patients  should  be 
offered  vaccination  and  regular  re-vaccination. 


Tuberculosis 


A  total  of  4  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
reported  during  the  year,  two  men  aged  34  and  68,  and  two  women 
aged  43  and  53®  AH  are  likely  to  have  been  the  result  of 
the  relapses  of  a  long  standing  but  previously  controlled 
infection. 

School  children  during  the  first  year  at  secondary 
schools  received  as  usual  a  routine  inoculation  of  B.C.G. 

986  children  were  inoculated  in  schools  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 
during  the  year. 
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Housing 


The  Council  continued  their  programme  of  modernisation  of 
pre-war  properties.  Two  estates  comprising  154  dwellings  have  been 
modernised  at  a  cost  of  approximately  £11 6, 000  since  the  1969  Act. 
During  1971 i  work  commenced  upon  the  modernisation  of  Housing  Scheme 
No. 4,  comprising  200  houses,  the  cost  of  which  is  approximately 
£220,000.  The  scheme  should  be  finished  by  August  1972. 

Due  to  abnormal  site  conditions  which  seriously  delayed 
building  operations,  no  properties  were  handed  over  during  1971  on 
the  Council *s  Panshanger  estate. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  following 
details  of  the  Council's  housing  progress. 


As  at 

As  at 

31.12.70 

31.12.71 

Number 

of  houses  owned  by  the  Council 

5,067 

3,017 

Number 

of  garages  owned  by  the  Council 

969 

969 

Number 

of  families  housed  during  the  year 

132 

134 

Position  of  Applicant  Register 

Priority  grades 

312 

318 

Non-priority  grades 

170 

248 

Engaged  couples 

2  77 

277 

The  total  availability  of  properties  for  letting  purposes 
was  some  209  dwellings  but  the  availability  to  the  waiting 
lists  (134)  was  reduced  due  to  the  fact  that  some  were  allocated 
to  tenants  from  Housing  Scheme  No„2  to  enable  demolition  and 
re-development  to  take  place. 

The  special  needs  of  the  elderly  and  handicapped  are  kept 
constantly  under  review  in  co-operation  with  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Department  to  arrange  for  adaptations  to  meet  specific  alternative 
accommodation.  Increasing  attention  is  given  to  this  aspect  of 
housing  management  as  a  result  of  the  implementation  of  the  Disabled 
and  Handicapped  Persons  Act  and  the  increasing  of  requests  received 
from  both  tenants,  Social  Service  Department  and  voluntary  agencies 
for  the  elderly  and  handicapped. 
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Mr.  J.O.  Restall  has  kindly  sent  me  the  following  details  of 
the  Commission  for  the  New  Town's  housing  progress  during  the  year 

"During  the  year  under  review,  a  further  67  dwellings  on  the 
Commission’s  Panshanger  IIIA  and  Marsden  Green  Schemes  of  properties 
for  sale  were  sold  to  Commission  tenants  and  applicants,  and  the 
resultant  vacancies  were  let  to  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District 
Council  nominees.  In  addition,  a  total  of  59  properties  were  made 
available  to  Urban  District  Council  nominees  under  the  Commission's 
ratio  agreements,  the  total  being  of  considerable  benefit  to 
applicants  on  the  Urban  District  Council's  housing  waiting  list. 

The  current  waiting  period  for  housing  of  key  workers  is 
6-9  months  from  the  date  of  acceptance  on  the  Commission’s  waiting 
list.  No  dwellings  were  built  for  renting  during  the  year,  and 
there  has  been  a  considerable  response  to  the  Commission's  offer 
of  houses  for  sale  to  sitting  tenants. 

Demand  for  elderly  persons  accommodation  still  very  much 
exceeds  supply,  although  this  should  be  eased  slightly  when  the  scheme 
of  24  warden  controlled  flats  at  Marsden  Green  is  completed  towards 
the  end  of  1972.  Further  schemes  for  elderly  persons  are  in 
preparation. 

A  considerable  response  has  been  received  from  Commission 
tenants  to  the  Optional  Improved  Heating  Scheme,  which  permits  the 
tenant  to  select  the  method  of  heating  preferred. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Co. 
provides  monthly  reports  regarding  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied 
to  this  district.  The  1971  figures  are  tabulated  below: - 


Month 

obtained 

Total 

Samples 

Examined 

B  act  eriologi cally 

Examined 

Chemically 

1971 

January 

12 

12 

— 

February 

13 

12 

1 

March 

14 

14 

- 

April 

12 

12 

- 

May 

12 

11 

1 

June 

12 

12 

- 

July 

16 

15 

1 

August 

12 

12 

— 

September 

15 

15 

- 

October 

14 

13 

1 

November 

12 

12 

- 

December 

12 

12 

- 

156 

152 

4 

All  the  samples  were  considered  to  conform  to  the  standards  of 
purity  suitable  for  public  supply. 

General 

Every  dwelling  in  the  area  has  a  direct  supply  piped  from  the 
public  mains,  and  the  water  supply  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  in 
both  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

Thirty-seven  visits  were  made  by  the  public  health  inspectors  to 
investigate  complaints  of  various  kinds  about  the  water  supply  but 
nothing  which  adversely  affected  the  town  as  a  whole  was  found. 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  town  is  served  on  a  separate  system.  Foul  sewage  is  gathered 
by  tributory  sewers  and  by  means  of  gravity  or  through  one  of  the  five 
pumping  stations  and  is  discharged  via  the  Mimram  Valley  Outfall  sewer 
to  the  Middle  Lea  Regional  Works  at  Ryemeads. 
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Rivers  and  Streams 


A  portion  of  the  River  Miniram  (approximately  one  mile)  runs 
through  the  northern  part  of  the  district,  and  a  portion  of  the 
River  Lea  ( approximately  half-a-mile)  runs  through  the  southern 

part  of  the  district-, 

Lakes  were  formed  on  either  side  of  Stanborough  Lane  during 
1970  providing  an  expanse  of  approximately  twenty-nine  acres  for 
boating  and  sailing  purposes « 

3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

With  the  exception  of  one  cottage,  situated  on  the  north-western 
boundary  of  the  district,  all  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water 
carriage  system c  There  are  no  sewers  in  the  vicinity  of  this  cottage. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  motor  vehicles  by  the 
Council®  s  staff.  The  refuse  is  taken  to  the  tip  at  Cole 
G-reen  Lane  owned  by  Inns  &  Co.  Ltd. 

(b)  Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  mechanical  sweepers  supple¬ 
mented  by  manual  sweeping  as  necessary. 

(  c)  Gully  Cleansing:  - 

All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  is  responsible  are  emptied 
and  flushed  three  times  a  year  by  Contract  G-ully  Cleansing  Ltd. 
who  have  a  contract  with  the  Council  for  this  purpose. 

(d)  Dustbins:- 

The  provision  of  galvanised  iron  dustbins  is  enforced  under 
Section  64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council 
Act,  1932.  Notifications  of  defective  bins  are  passed  to 
the  Health  Department  by  the  refuse  collectors  and  the  owner 
of  the  premises  is  required  to  provide  the  necessary  replace¬ 
ment  bin. 

5.  SHOPS 

Routine  inspections  of  shops  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
forty-five  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  minor  infringe¬ 
ments  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  or  Shops  Act  legislation. 

6.  THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  19^3 

The  total  number  of  premises  registered  with  this  Authority  at 
the  end  of  1971  was  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Visits  of  all  kinds  to  these  premises  totalled  five  hundred  and 
fifty-five  and  the  types  of  infringements  found  and  dealt  with  are 
shown  as  follows:-  . _ 


Inadequate  first  aid  equipment 

...  24 

Inadequate  washing  facilities 

...  10 

Danger  or  obstruction 

...  19 

Heating,  lighting  &  ventilation 

...  6 

Lack  of  maintenance 

...  23 

Others 

...  8 

One  fatal  accident  was  recorded  when  a  window- cleaner  fell  to 
the  pavement ,  hut  no  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  registered 
occupier  was  apparent* 

Twenty-eight  other  accidents  caused  employees  to  he  away  from 
work  for  more  than  three  days  and  investigations  into  the  cause  of 
the  accident  were  carried  out  hy  the  health  department  staff  in 
thirteen  cases*  Recommendations  to  prevent  recurrence  were  made 
where  necessary. 

Inspections  under  The  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations  of  1968 
revealed  defects  which  could  have  caused  hazards  to  the  users  in  a 
number  of  cases  and  written  intimation  of  the  necessary  work  was 
given  in  each  case. 
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7o  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during 
the  year  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors: - 

Factories  (  with  mechanical  power)  . .. 
Factories  (without  mechanical  power) 

Licensed  premises  . ..  ...  ..o 

Surveys  and  visits  for  Rodent  Control  .#0 
S  1^10^  3  009  0  9  0  990  999  900 


e  ©  • 


•  o  o 


coo 


0  0  0 


Insect  Pests  (other  than  bed  bugs) 

Schools  oco  o  e  •  09*  o  r  o 

Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratories 
Dwelling  Houses  (under  Housing  Acts) 
Inspections  or  Visits  re 
Drainage 

Infectious  Disease  <>oo  »<>. 

Council  Property  ( other  than  houses) . . 

N  Oise  900  999  090  099 

Water  Supply  ... 

Dustbins  A  accumulations  of  refuse  0.. 
Destruction  of  bed  bugs  ...  O0e 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ... 


191 

1 

92 

130 

971 

524 

30 

44 

102 


470 

216 

1 

528 

35 

290 

16 

322 


Number  of  Notices  ...  38 

(These  Notices  were  all  complied  with) 


8.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT  AND  AIR  POLLUTION 


Smoke  observations 

macLe  ooa 

9  0  0 

358 

Smoke  nuisances  or 

contraventions 

0  9  9 

8 

Air  pollution  observations 

0  9  9 

359 

The  industrial  area  has  a  few  sources  of  smoke  or  effluvia 
nuisance  and  considerable  effort  and  expense  is  still  going  into 
various  means  of  eliminating  the  problems.  One  firm  connected 
the  offending  plant  to  a  water  scrubbing  unit  with  complete  success, 
whilst  another  firm,  after  trying  several  methods  with  varying  degrees 
of  success ,  now  proposes  installing  an  after-burner  in  a  further 
attempt  at  overcoming  the  nuisance. 
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9»  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 


One  dwelling  was  treated  for  infestation  during  the  year 


HOUSING- 


Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:- 

( a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  for  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 


G  ©  • 


23 


(b)  Number  of  visits  made  for  this  purpose 


102 


( c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to 
be  fit  or  in  which  defects  were  found 


152 


The  necessary  work  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

There  were  six  separate  sources  of  noise  which  arose  during  the 
year,  ranging  from  "a  banshee-like  wail”  in  the  night  to  sheet  and  pile 
driving  seven  days  a  week.  Industrial  noise  again  proved  difficult  to 
correct  because  of  the  availability  of  suitable  equipment,  but  one 
heartening  step  in  the  right  direction  was  taken  by  a  local  firm  who 
introduced  noise  abatement  equipment  at  the  design  stage  of  construction 
thus  preventing  the  time  consuming  and  costly  subsequent  measures  which 
may  have  been  necessary. 

A  report  by  the  working  group  on  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  became 
available  in  October  and  this  recommended  modifications  to  speed  up 
nuisance  procedure  among  other  things „  No  standards  were  suggested 

but  there  were  proposals  for  the  setting  up  of  Noise  Abatement  zones 
in  which  the  ambient  noise  might  be  maintained  at  an  acceptable  level. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1 .  MILK 

(i)  Biological  Examinations 

The  County  Council  obtains  samples  of  raw  milk  from  Tuberculin 
tested  and  non-designated  herds  and  has  them  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus.  No  report  of  the 
presence  of  either  of  these  organisms  was  received  during  1971. 

(  ii)  Milk  Sampling 

Eighty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  during  the  year  for 
testing  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories.  The  samples  were  obtained 


from  delivery  vehicles  and  shops. 

No.  of 

Type  of  milk  samples  samples 

Pasteurised  Milk  31 

Pasteurised  A  Homogenised  11 

Pasteurised  Channel  Island  Milk  26 

Sterilised  Milk  15 

Ultra  Heat  Treated  4 

87 


All  tests  proved  satisfactory  except  one  carton  of  Channel 
Island  milk  which  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

2.  ICE  CREAM  AND  SIMILAR  PRODUCTS 


Eighty-seven  samples  of  ice  cream  and  lollies  were  obtained 
during  the  year,  and  the  results  may  be  tabulated  as  follows: - 


Type  of  Ice  Cream 


Wrapped  Brickettes 
Wrapped  Choc-bars 
Iced  Cream  Lollies 
Soft  or  loose  Ice  Cream 
Fruit  Lollies 


Provisional  G-rade 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

32 

2 

34 

10 

1 

11 

6 

— 

6 

27 

3 

30 

6 

— 

6 

9  Jf° 

1% 

IOC# 
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3.  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  (Excluding  Milk) 


The  amount  of  food  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit1  for  human 


consumption  was  4,581  lbs.  made  up  as 

follows: 

— 

(i) 

Uncooked  Food 

lbs 

M  eat  .o.  o.o 

•  •  • 

320 

Fish  e  .  e  o  e  c 

0  9  0 

21 

(ii) 

Frozen  Foods  ( due  to 

refrigerator 

Vegetables  ... 

0  9  0 

884 

Fish  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © 

0  9  0  1 

,053 

M  e  at  e  .  e  o  .  ® 

9  9  0 

864 

Ice  Cream  St  Lollies 

... 

103 

Poultry  . . .  ... 

9  0  9 

547 

Miscellaneous  ... 

0  9  9 

62  6 

(iii) 

Food  in  containers 

M©&t  ©  ©  ©  9  0  9 

0  0  9 

68 

Fruit  ...  ... 

0  0  9 

95 

4.  LABORATORY  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of  food  are  carried  out 
on  behalf  of  the  Council,  as  occasion  requires,  at: 

(i)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

Thresh  House,  Verulam  Street, 

Gray’s  Inn  Road,  London,  W. C.l. 

(ii)  Public  Analyst, 

20  East cheap, 

London,  E.C.3. 

(iii)  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital, 

Lewsey  Road,  Luton. 

Bacteriological  examination  only  is  carried  out  at:- 

(iv)  Queen  Elizabeth  H  Hospital, 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 


20 


5.  FOOD  MD  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


The  provisions  of  this  Act,  concerning  adulteration,  are  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  County  Council.  Forty-nine  samples  of  food  or  drugs 
in  common  use  were  obtained  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  during  the  year  by 
Sampling  Officers  of  the  County  Council.  The  following  list  shows 
the  results  of  the  formal  and  informal  samples  obtained. 


Sample 

Milk 

Milk  (Homogenised) 
Milk  C.I. 

Milk 

Milk  (Sterilised) 
Bread  Roll 


Orange  drink 
Jaffa  orange  juice 
Jaffa  grapefruit  juice 
Hamburger  steaks 
Dried  Mixed  Vegetables 
Beef  Casserole 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Salad  Cream 
Dijon  Mustard 
Marmalade 

Pure  Vegetable  Spread 
Salad  Cream 
Natural  Apple  Juice 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Mild  Mustard 
Orange  Marmalade 
Limeade 


Analyst* s  report 

Genuine 

tt 

It 

H 

II 


Foreign  matter  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  mass  of 
macerated  vegetable 
tissue. 

Genuine 

ii 

ii 

n 

ii 

n 

it 

ti 

ii 

n 

it 

ii 

n 

n 

•i 

ii 

n 

ii 


New  Zealand  Lamb  Chimp  Ends. 


Comment 


Customer  complaint 
Piece  of  string. 
Bakers  cautioned. 

Customer  complaint 
Part  of  stomach 
contents  of  lamb, 
not  harmful. 
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Sample  Analyst8  s  report  C omment 

Cherry  Conserve  Genuine 

Water  Chestnuts  n 


Minced  Beef  and  Gravy  "A"  M 

Minced  Beef  and  Gravy  "B"  Meat  content  ($>  deficient.  Submitted  by 

manufacturer  for 
own  guidance. 

Outspan  oranges  -  Customer  complaint 

of  poor  quality. 

Two  test  purchases 

made  and  quality 

found  satisfactory. 

Back  bacon  -  Customer  complaint. 

Excessive  fat. Other 
packs  examined  and 
found  to  be  of  good 
quality  but  taken  up 
with  quality  control. 

Ricola  Swiss  Herb  Candy  Genuine 

Pure  Almond  Marzipan  M 

Brandy  Butter  " 

Marzipan  White  Loaf  " 

Plum  Pudding  with  Cider  A  Brandy  " 

Crystallised  Rose  Petals  M 

Crystallised  Violet  Petals  ” 

Crystallised  Seeds  Mimosa  Style  w 

Marmalade  with  vintage  brandy  ” 

Liquer  preserve  pineapple  rum  " 

Pear  halves  in  syrup  M 

Peach  halves  in  syrup  ” 

Mincemeat  w 

Chicken  noodle  soup  " 

Strawberry  Jam  " 

Bean  sprouts  " 

Marzipan  almond  icing  ” 

Banana  flavour  jelly  *’ 
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6.  COMPLAINTS  BY  THE  GENERAL  PUBLIC  CONCERNING  FOOD 

Forty-seven  complaints  were  received  about  food  purchased  in  the  town. 


Nature  of  complaint 

No. of  complaints 

Food  containing  foreign  matter 

•  •  • 

17 

Food  with  abnormal  taste  or  smell 

•  ft 

5 

Food  mouldy  or  decomposing 

•  •  • 

13 

Others 

•  •  9 

12 

Each  case  was  investigated  and,  as  far  as  possible,  steps  were 
taken  which  would  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  complaints. 

7.  VISITS  MADE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CONTROLLING  FOOD 


Examination  of  meat  and  other  foods  ...  272 
Food  sampling  ...  43 
Sale  of  ice  cream  ...  70 
Mobile  vehicles  selling  ice  cream  ...  34 
Mobile  vehicles  selling  other  foods  ...  56 
Laboratories  with  food  samples  ...  5 


Investigations  into  the  sale  of  mouldy  sausages  showed  that  the 
staff  responsible  did  not  even  understand  the  shop  date-coding  system, 
and  the  removal  of  perishable  foods  after  their  shelf -life  had  expired 
was  not  carried  out.  Similar  conditions  were  found  in  one  other  shop 
and  an  intensive  drive  to  introduce  an  acceptable  system  in  all  food 
shops  in  the  town  was  undertaken. 

8.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Satisfactory  provisions  have  been  made  in  all  the  food  premises 
for  hand  washing  and  the  washing  of  equipment  to  comply  with  Regula¬ 
tions  16  and  19  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 

Regular  swabbing  of  utensils  and  equipment  in  food  premises  is 
carried  out  and  this  ensures  that  the  sometimes  neglected  but  very 
important  aspect  of  hygiene  is  kept  prominently  in  the  minds  of  those 
concerned. 

Details  of  food  premises  and  inspections  carried  out  during  the 
year  are  as  follows: - 

(Where  more  than  one  principal  trade  is  carried  on 
at  one  shop  each  such  trade  is  separately  recorded) 
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Trade 


No ein  Town 


No. of  visits  made 


Industrial  Canteens 
School  Canteens 
Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Licensed  Premises 
Food  Manufacturers 
Butchers 
Fishmongers 
Grocers 
Greengrocers 
Confectioners 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 
Informal  Notices  :  33 


17 

38 

29 

71 

20 

31 

19 

92 

7 

25 

20 

255 

3 

45 

19 

270 

19 

113 

18 

114 

9 

51 

These  were  all  complied  with 
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AIR  POLLUTION 


Daily  observations  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  are  now 
only  being  taken  at  one  of  the  two  original  sites,  the  Council 
Depot,  Tewin  Road. 

The  results  at  the  two  sites  have  been  so  similar  that  the 
one  at  the  Campus  has  now  been  discontinued  after  consultation 
with  Warren  Spring  Laboratory. 

An  automatic  sampler  is  now  in  operation  at  Tewin  Road, 
and  this  is  proving  very  useful  as  it  only  requires  one  visit 
per  week  for  maintenance. 

Results  1970  -  1971 

Micro  G-rammes  per  Cubic  Metre 


Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Winter  average 

43 

137 

Peak  level 

189 

577 

Smoke  shows  no  change  from  the  last  period,  and  the  sulphur 
dioxide  is  slightly  lower.  The  figures  are  again  satisfactory. 
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GENERAL  s  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

1 .  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

“Tn~ 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical  Power 

191 

— 

- 

FACTORIES  without  Mechanical  Power 

1 

— 

-» 

OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act 


Total  192 


2*  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number 

Found 

of  Defects 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of  offences 
in  respect  of 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(1) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  S 

*W 

a 

(3) 

(w 

(5) 

Insufficient 

— 

es> 

- 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Total 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3c  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

( a)  Outworkers 

The  occupiers  of  two  local  factories  distributed  work  to  twelve  local 
outworkers*  The  local  outwork  is  carried  out  in  satisfactory  conditions  and 
no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen  during  the  year*  In  addition  there  were:- 

3  local  outworkers  employed  by  a  firm  operating  in  Islington 
3  »s  "  H  "  »  "  "  Westminster 

1  "  "  "  "  M  51  "  Hatfield 

1  "  9'  w  "  "  »»  Camden 

(b)  Factories  -  General  Information 

The  Factories  Act,  1961,  came  into  force  on  1st  April  1962  and 
repealed  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959. 

All  factories  in  the  town  are  of  modem  construction  and  have  been 
built  during  the  past  forty-nine  years*  Health  conditions  are  generally 
satisfactory  and  infringements  are  usually  of  a  minor  nature. 


PI  axis  for  new  factories  or  involving  alterations  of  existing 
factories  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Department  before  they 
are  approved.  The  Council  is  empowered  to  reject  the  plans  if  they 
do  not  comply  with  Section  37  or  43  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Where  the  plans  submitted  did  not  comply,  amendments  were  informally 
negotiated  with  the  proposers  and  compliance  secured. 

4.  RODENT  CONTROL 

(  a)  Admin:! s t rati on 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  the  G-eneral  Assistant 
is  employed  for  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  this  work, 

(b)  Rodent  Destruction 


As  a  result  of  complaints,  infestations  of  rats  or  mice  were 
found  to  be  present  in  seventy-six  premises. 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  treated  without  charge 
but  rodent  destruction  on  commercial  or  industrial  premises  is 
chargeable  either  by  contract  or  by  private  works  order.  In  these 
cases  the  agreement  of  the  occupier  of  such  premises  to  the  charge 
has  to  be  obtained  before  any  disinfestation  is  commenced. 


Nineteen  establishments  in  the  district  negotiated  contracts 
with  the  Local  Authority  in  respect  of  twenty-two  premises;  the 
income  from  these  contracts  was  £182.  In  addition  the  income  from 
private  works  orders  was  £58.89. 


Details  of  the  type  of  infestations  found  were  as  follows: - 


Local 

Authority  Dwelling 

Property  Houses 


Business  St 
Industrial 
Premises 
under  Contract 


Business  St 
Industrial 
Premises 
under  Private 
Works  Order 


Rats 

2 

20 

6 

Mice 

«=. 

20 

3 

7 

18 


2 


40. 


9 


25 


27 


The  number  of  visits  made  to  premises  was  as  follows? - 


Local 

Authority 

Property 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business  St 
Industrial 
Premises 
under  Contract 

Business  St 
Industrial 
Premises 
under  Private 
Works  Order 

Rats 

10 

183 

541 

36 

Mice 

- 

179 

283 

115 

10 

362 

824 

b 

I  VJI 

t 

t 


The  visits  covered  one  hundred  and  forty-two  separate  premises 
and  a  fair  measure  of  success  was  obtained  in  all  the  treatments. 

In  addition,  four  surveys  were  carried  cut  by  the  General 
Assistant.  These  surveys  and  treatments  are  intended  to  deal  with 
rats  entering  the  town  when  the  surrounding  fields  are  bare,  aad 
again  there  was  a  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints  made 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  because  of  these  treatments. 

Warfarin  is  still  the  most  useful  poison  for  rat  destruction 
and  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  warfarin  resistant  rats  in  the 
area.  Mice  have  proved  to  be  a  lot  more  difficult  to  deal  with, 
and  a  narcotic  drug  called  Alphachloralose  has  now  been  brought  into 
use.  It  involves  even  greater  care  on  the  part  of  the  general 
assistant ,  but  minor  infestations  have  been  cleared  rapidly  since 
its  introduction.  In  situations  where  Alphachloralose  could  not  be 
used,  the  general  assistant  has  been  very  successful  in  the  control 
of  mice  by  trapping  using  a  miscellany  of  baits  ranging  from  cheese 
to  chocolate. 

In  addition,  the  general  assistant  has  attended  various  courses 
of  instruction  and  discussion  groups  during  the  year°  as  a  result 
of  this,  field  trials  of  other  poisons  have  been  carried  out  on 
pilot  schemes  in  the  area. 
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5.  INSECT  PESTS 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  pests  destroyed 
hy  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  number  of 
visits  made  by  them  to  the  infested  premises  for  that  purpose. 


Pest 

No. of  premises 
affected 

No. of  visits 
made 

Wasps 

517 

464 

Bees 

40 

33 

Fleas 

11 

•  17 

Beetles 

31 

39 

Others 

37 

31 

636 

584 

29 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

G.R.  TAYLOR,  M.B. ,  B.S.  (London)  M.R.C.S.,  F.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.P.  RIGBY,  M.B.E. ,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. ,  D.T.M.  &  H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

Co  A.  BAILEY,  F.R.S.H. ,  F.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.H.  EDLIN,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 

District  Public  Health  Inspector 
R.G.  MORGAN,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector: 

M.  DAVIES 

Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operative: 

L.A.  LAWRENCE 


Clerks: 

Mrs.  Jo  BANKS 
A.A.W.  CALLABY 
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HATFIELD  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Al*63  in  3.01*05  00  o  *  •  •  o  •  «O0«  21  j  9*1  ^ 
Population  (Mid  year  1971  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  45,290 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1972  ....  14^45 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1972  «...  £3, 107, 994 
Product  of  a  penny  rate,  1971/72  ?...  ...»  . £30,683 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  402 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  589 

Rate  per  1,000  population  13.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7,0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  13,0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  597 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  9 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  15*0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  16,0 

Illegitimate  "  ”  "  ”  Illegitimate  "  " 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  10.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  7«0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  20,0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  NIL 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 


33 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in 
mid  1971  was  4.5  9  290  a  decrease  of  430  over  the  figure  for  1970* 
This  is  only  an  apparent  drop  as  the  figure  shown  is  the  result 
of  a  recalculation  following  the  1971  census 0 

Births 


The  number  of  live  births  fell  from  64l  in  1970  to  389 • 


Deaths 


44  more  deaths  were  recorded  than  in  1970.  The  main 
increase  was  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart,  which  showed  an 
increase  of  39  and  to  cancer  which  showed  an  increase  of  17* 
Other  figures  were  up  or  down  to  a  relatively  small  extent. 

100  of  the  121  deaths  from  heart  disease  were  due  to  coronary 
disease,  two  males  to  every  one  female e  The  increase  in  deaths 

from  Cancer  was  due  to  more  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  alimentary 
tract  and  breast.  Deaths  from  lung  cancer  however  declined  by 
one  third  compared  with  1970° 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death: - 


Male 

Female  Total 

Ave.past 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis 

27 

64 

91 

five  yea] 

79 

Heart  Diseases 

74 

47 

121 

101 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

9 

14 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

44 

45 

89 

70 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

16 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

22 

3 

27 

21 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents 

4 

6 

10 

12 

Congenital  malformation 

3 

- 

3 

— 

Leukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Diabetes 

4 

— 

4 

2 

Nephritis 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  etc. 

3 

2 

3 

3 

Suicide 

- 

2 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Pregnancy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  defined  causes 

16 

6 

22 

20 

210 

192 

402 

Deaths  from  Cancer  : 


Respiratory  tract 
Breast  -  13 


l8  Alimentary  tract  &  liver 
Uterus  -  Nil  Unclassified 


28 

28 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates; 


The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1967,  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1971. 


The  birth  rate  continued  its  gradual  fall  due  to  fewer  women 
of  child  bearing  age,  and  more  general  acceptance  of  family  planning. 

The  standardised  death  rate  increased  to  correspond  with  the  National  rate. 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  ages  and  causes  of  the  9  infant  deaths  were 
as  follows  s- 


1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

4 

5 
3 

6 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  death 

day 

M 

Prematurity 

day 

M 

Prematurity 

days 

M 

Prematurity 

days 

M 

Respiratory  distress  syndrome 

days 

M 

Septicaemia.  Cardiac  failure 

weeks 

M 

Congenital  defects 

months 

M 

Sudden  death  in  infancy 

months 

M 

Congenital  defects 

months 

M 

Sudden  death  in  infancy 

There  were  fewer  infant  deaths  during  the  first  week  of 
life  (early  neo  natal) 0  Of  the  nine  deaths  two  were  due  to 
prematurity ,  two  to  infection ,  two  to  congenital  defects  and 
two  to  sudden  death  of  older  infants  -  the  so  called  cot  deaths. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received  during  the  year 


Scarlet  Fever 

12  (15) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

(2) 

Dysentery 

(1) 

Measles 

25 

(4i4) 

Infective  Jaundice  2 

(7) 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1970) 

There  were  25  notified  cases  of  measles.  A  thin 
distribution  of  cases  from  January  to  July,  12  in  all  and  10 
cases  in  October  and  November.  This  latter  group  represents 
a  series  of  small  outbreaks  resulting  from  imported  cases. 

In  case  case  it  was  interesting  to  see  how  the  imported  disease 
failed  to  become  established  in  the  area  presumably  the  result 
of  community  protection  by  measles  vaccination.  There  was  a 
series  of  6  cases  of  scarlet  fever  at  the  end  of  March  and  early 
April  affecting  children  attending  a  nursery  group.  Control 
measures  were  adopted  and  the  outbreak  came  to  an  end  but 
whether  because  of  these  measures  it  is  difficult  to  say. 

There  were  two  small  outbreaks  of  whooping  cough,  one  early  in 
the  year  (7  cases)  and  one  later  in  the  year  (5  cases). 

The  notification  of  an  infant  with  acute  infective 
conjunctivitis  -  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  the  first  in  Mid 
Hertfordshire  for  many  years  shows  the  need  for  continued 
watchfulness  by  all  midwives  for  this  condition.  Prompt 
treatment  with  antibiotic  drugs  resulted  in  rapid  improvement 
with  no  danger  to  the  eyes. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  steady  decline  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  and  the  total  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Chest  Physicians  continues.  Four  new  pulmonary  cases  were 
reported  during  the  year,  men  aged  65 9  51  *  48  and  11  years 
respectively,  and  one  elderly  woman  already  under  treatment 
transferred  into  the  District .  A  detailed  home  conditions 
report  is  received  for  each  new  notification  and  the 
examination  of  close  contacts  is  arranged  by  the  Chest 
Physician o  Social  needs  are  discussed  directly  with  Miss 
McMullen  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  who  is  readily 
available  for  consultation  and  the  main  contact  with  the  social 
work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  * 

The  mobile  X-ray  unit  will  continue  to  visit  the 
Queensway  Health  Centre  on  Tuesday  afternoons  4.15  -  4.45  for 
referrals  from  medical  practitioners  and  priority  groups  although 
it  is  probable  that  the  visits  of  the  major  Mass  X-ray  Unit  to 
industrial  centres  and  for  public  sessions  in  the  town  will  be 
curtailed  in  the  future .  With  the  closure  of  Clare  Hall  Hospital 
diagnostic  and  treatment  facilities  will  be  provided  at  the 
District  Hospital  supplemented  by  special  provision  at  Northwick 
Park  and  Hitchin  Hospitals.  The  olose  integration  of  the  work  of 
the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  with  the 
other  social  services  in  the  District  has  been  well  maintained, 
especially  home  nursing  when  required,  health  visiting  and 
domestic  help  in  the  home. 

Children  during  their  first  year  at  Secondary  Schools 
were  tuberculin  tested  and  635  showing  a  negative  result  inoculated 
with  B.CoG, 

Housing 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  E.W.  Pickering,  Housing  Manager  for 
the  following  statement  on  the  progress  in  housing  made  by  the 
Council  during  the  year  s- 

”1971  was  rather  a  bleak  year  so  far  as  new  housing  development 
was  concerned,  there  being  only  17  new  dwellings  completed  being 
the  balance  of  the  properties  completing  the  Birchwood  II  redevelopment 
scheme,  and  bringing  the  total  number  of  properties  owned  by  the 
Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  3*054. 

Over  the  twelve  months  a  total  of  236  lettings  were  effected 
including  76  transfers  of  tenants  to  alternative  accommodation,  and 
27  mutual  exchanges  of  accommodation  between  Council  tenants  or 
tenants  of  other  Councils 0  Of  those  lettings  60  were  by  arrangement 

with  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns. 
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Housing  (Continued) 


The  pace  at  which  applications  came  on  to  the  housing  list 
outstripped  the  number  of  applicants  being  provided  with  housing 
and  consequently  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  general  need  list  had 
increased  by  55  and  the  elderly  persons  list  by  27,  an  overall 
increase  of  82,  and  bringing  the  total  of  both  lists  to  617,  the 
highest  it  had  been  for  several  years 0 

The  Council  were,  unfortunately,  not  able  to  move  forward 
with  fresh  schemes  other  than  the  68  flats  surmounting  the  Woolco 
Store  on  which  a  start  had  been  made  in  the  Town  Centre  Area 
Redevelopment  Scheme  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  were 
about  to  let  the  contract  for  development  of  the  Millwards  Site  in 
Travellers  Lane,  to  provide  some  242  mixed  dwellings. 

Because  of  the  reliance  upon  properties  falling  vacant  to 
house  people  from  the  waiting  list  and  to  deal  with  transfers  with 
some  help  from  the  New  Town  Commission,  the  waiting  period  for 
housing  which  in  1 969/70  bad  shortened  to  as  little  as  six  months 
began  to  lengthen  and  at  the  year  end  had  reached  two  years.  The 
prospects  for  1972  were  that  the  waiting  period  could  only  continue 
to  increase  pending  further  large  scale  housing  development  which 
the  Council  were  working  towards.1' 

Mr.  JoO.  Restall,  Housing  Manager  of  the  Commission  for  the 
New  Towns  reports  that  a  total  of  63  dwellings  for  elderly  persons 
were  completed  during  the  past  year  in  St.  Albans  Road  and  Wellfield 
Road  and  there  are  no  further  schemes  envisaged  during  the  coming 
year.  The  waiting  period  for  key  workers  is,  at  present  from 
between  3  and  8  months  from  the  date  of  acceptance  on  the  Commission's 
waiting  list. 

The  Commission  continued  to  make  available  properties, 
surplus  to  their  normal  requirements  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 
and  in  this  connection  they  were  able  to  nominate  tenants  for 
68  Commission  dwellings.  As  in  Welwyn  Garden  City,  there  has  been 
a  considerable  response  to  the  Commission's  offer  of  houses  for  sale 
to  sitting  tenants  and  for  the  installation  of  improved  heating 
installations  under  the  Optional  Improved  Heating  Scheme. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC _ HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Much  of  the  statistical  information  given  in  this,  the  public  health 
inspectors  report,  is  in  a  form  requested  by  the  various  Government  Departments. 

HOUSING: 


Unfit  Houses  -  Housing  Act,  1957 


By  Housing  Act  standards  the  stock  of  dwellings  in  the  rural  district 
is  good.  The  emphasis  is  now  switching  to  improvement  of  individual 
houses  and  terraces,  especially  in  the  green  belt  areas  where,  if  a 
dwelling  is  demolished,  planning  consent  is  refused  for  rebuilding. 

The  program  of  "slum  clearance",  a  term  not  perhaps  appropriate  to 
Hatfield,  is  virtually  complete,  a  total  of  seventy- three  dwellings  having 
been  closed  or  demolished  since  1958. 

Formal  action  was,  however,  taken  during  1971  in  respect  of  the 


following:- 

(a)  House  (Caravan)  demolished  .  1 

(This  was  known  as  Caravan  No. 9,  sited  on  the 

Chili  Parlour  Caravan  Site,  A.1.  By-Pass,  Hatfield) 

(b)  Unfit  houses  closed  .  3 


(Nos.  58,  62,  64  College  Lane,  Hatfield,  to  complete 
terrace  of  six) 

(e)  Statutory  Notice  (Section  9»  Housing  Act,  1957)  Served 

in  respect  of  disrepair  at  Nos.  87,  89  &  91  Crawford  Road, 
Hatfield. 

Dwellings  demolished  to  make  way  for  re-development 

The  following  were  demolished  to  make  way  for  other  re-development: 


Alexandra  House,  Old  Great  North  Road,  Hatfield 

Hanyards  Farm,  Cuff ley  . . . . . 

St.  Albans  Road  East,  Hatfield  . . 

Burleigh  Mead,  Old  Great  North  Road,  Hatfield  . 

9  Old  Great  North  Road,  Hatfield  . . 

Cuf fley  Victory  Centre  . . . 

Brookside,  Ellenbrook,  Hatfield  .••••.•• . 


TOTAL 


1 1  flats 
1  house 
1  bungalow 
1  flat 
1  house 

1  house 

2  houses 

i 

18  DWELLINGS 
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Improvement  Grants 


As  anticipated  the  number  of  applications  received  during  1971  increased. 
The  Department  of  the  Environment  focussed  much  publicity  on  the  campaign  to 
improve  old  homes ,  an  additional  incentive  being  the  50/50  matching  repair 
grant,  i.e,,  if  works  qualifying  for,  say9  a  £200  improvement  grant  then 
appropriate  repairs  may  also  qualify  for  an  additional  grant  of  £200 0 

The  Act  is  still  frequently  misunderstood  and  a  large  number  of 
applicants  wrongly  expected  to  receive  grant  for  repairs  only,  where  all 
essential  amenities  already  existed □ 

Qualifying  repairs  of  course  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  grants 
approved  at  the  maximum  permitted  figure  of  £1,000. 

Not  surprisingly,  old  cottages  in  Oreen  Belt  areas,  however  poor,  are 
in  great  demand,  for  once  demolished,  planning  consent  to  re-build  even  on 
the  same  site  must  be  refused,  except  in  very  exceptional  circumstances. 

The  original  concept  of  "reasonable  expence "  is  nowadays  meaningless  and 
a  great  many  persons  are  prepared  to  9 convert1  the  shell  of  a  cottage 
into  a  modern  home  at  high  co  ■ 

In  1971  thirty-nine  Discretionary  and  two  Standard  grants  were 
approved.  The  average  grant  being  £636  and  £72  respectively, 

WATER: 

Public  Supply 

The  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  consistently  serves  the  whole  of  the 
rural  district  well,  with  the  exception  of  2  or  3  properties  on  our 
boundary  with  Enfield,,  and  others  referred  to  below.  Numerous  results 
taken  by  the  Company  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Department  at 
frequent  intervals.  All  mains  supply  were  of  excellent  quality. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  at  the  pumping  stations  m  our  four 
parishes  of  Hatfield,  Essendon,  North  Mymms  and  Northaw  remains  fairly 
constant  at  0.2  milligrams  per  litre.  A  level  of  1  m.p.l.  is  considered 
the  optimum  for  retarding  dental  decay. 

I  would  like  to  record  my  personal  thanks  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Harris, 

Chief  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist  to  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  for  his 
kind  help  and  advice  on  problems  connected  with  domestic  water  supplied, 
more  particularly  of  course  from  sources  other  than  the  mains,  i.e.,  bores, 
wells  and  water  courses,  where  quick  decisions  and  laboratory  tests  are 
involved. 
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Standpipes 


I  have  to  report  that  there  are  no  standpipes  used  Tor  domestic 
purposes  in  the  district,  but  two  cottages,  remotely  situated,  use  a  , 
hand  pump.  The  water  is  regularly  sampled. 

Private  Supplies 

Of  the  14,000  or  so  dwellings  in  the  district  only  43  are  dependant 
upon  well/bore  holes,  and  some  of  these  are  chlorinated  on  advice  from 


the  Health  Department.  All 

wells,  etc., 

are  sampled 

.  and  bacteriologically 

examined  regularly.  Following  is  a  summary  of  such 

samples 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Wells 

etc. 

Dwellings 

Served 

Samples 

Taken 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Aetwick  Manor 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

Coopers  Green 

2 

6/1 

5 

5 

0 

North  Mymms 

4 

n/5/2/1 

17 

10 

7 

Roe  Hyde 

3 

5/1/1 

10 

9 

1 

Stanborough 

2 

1/1 

5 

5 

0 

Lower  Woodside 

1 

3 

12 

10 

2 

Symondshyde 

1 

6 

2 

2 

0 

Lemsford  (Park) 

1 

IT 

2 

2 

0 

One  property  at  Mill  Green  (Ascots  Farm)  was 

connected 

to 

mains  water  during  the  year. 

Hatfield  Swimming  Pool 

Sixteen  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  of  excellent 
bacteriological  quality. 

MAIN  DRAINAGE: 

Main  drainage  was  provided  for  the  first  time  in  Cromer  Hyde,  thus 
dispensing  with  cesspools,  septic  tanks,  and  the  Council's  services  for 
emptying.  As  a  result  of  these  connections,  some  properties  are  being 
improved  and  others  are  contemplated  for  the  immediate  future. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  in  progress  in  sewering  Wild  Hill, 
Hanbury  Lane,  ^ssendon,  and  West  End  Lane,  Essendon,  where  in  some 
instances  individual  drainage  units  were  giving  rise  to  complaints. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  PREMISES 


MEAT: 

Inspection  of  Meat  at  Slaughterhouse 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  at  Bulls  Lane,  Bell  Bar,  where 
a  total  of  684  pigs  were  killed,  and  inspected 0 

Following  is  a  brief  summary  of  work  entailed 

Number  of  Pigs  Killed  and  Inspected  . . .  684 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  Q.c.ooaoeeoo.eeoo«eeoo«*..ooo  NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  . .  1 

°!o  of  the  number  inspected  with  Tuberculosis  . . .  0 . . . . .  0*15 

All  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Whole  carcases  condemned  oo&o.goqooooo.ooqogoc........  NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  condemned  .  281 


The  most  common  reason  for  condemnation  was  congestion  and  pneumonic 
lung  conditions  and  spotted  liver,  and  evidence  of  disease  in  carcases 
and  organs  was  negligible. 

ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING: 


The  following  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  to  the  laboratory  for 
the  methylene  blue  test,  results  as  summarised:- 


Satisfactory 

Unsa t i sf ac  t ory 

Place  of  Sampling 

Provisional 

(D 

Grade 

(2) 

Provisional  Grade 
(3)  (4) 

Total 

Mobile  Vans 

10 

1 

on  « 

11 

Premises 

17 

6 

2  1 

26 

27 

7 

2 

1 

37 

Grades  1  and  2  are  accepted  as  satisfactory  and  3  and  4  as  failures. 
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FRESH  DAIRY  CREAK  SAMPLING: 


The  following  samples  of  fresh  dairy  cream  were  also  taken  from  shops 
and  bakeries  to  the  laboratory  for  the  methylene  blue  test  and  also  for 
bacteriological  analysis  in  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  organisms  per 
gramme  of  cream  present  in  the  samples.  This  is  referred  to  as  a  plate 
count.  There  is  no  legal  standard  for  cream  but  the  following  figures 
have  been  accepted  as  a  guide  by  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory: 


Up  to  10,000 
10,000  to  100,000 
Over  100,000 


colonies  per  gramme  of  cream 

»i  it  ii  ii  it 

II  II  II  II  II 


Satisfactory 

Poor 

Unsatisfactory 


The  following  results  were  obtained :- 


Satisfactory 

Provisional  Grade 

(1)  (2) 


Unsatisfactory 

Provisional  Grade 
(3)  (4) 


Total 


10 


10 


24 


Up  to  10,000  colonies  per  gramme 

10,000  to  100,000  "  "  " 

Over  100,000  "  "  " 


16  Samples 
5 


No  pathogenic  organisms  were  found  in  the  samples  of  cream  taken. 

The  majority  of  failures  both  in  the  ice  cream  and  fresh  cream  were 
due  to  inadequate  sterilisation  of  equipment.  The  transportation  of 
fresh  cream  cakes  from  bakehouse  to  shop  will  inevitably  increase  the 
plate  count.  Advice  was  given  to  retailers  and  producers  and  repeat 
samples  taken.  This  achieved  the  object  of  obtaining  a  grade  1  or  2 
sample  and  also  reduced  the  number  of  colonies  per  gramme  in  the  fresh 
cream. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED  AT  SHOPS,  STORES  AND  DEPOTS,  INCLUDING 
FROZEN  FOOD  AND  POULTRY: 

Carcase  Meat  539  lbs.  Fish  476  lbs. 

Meat  Canned  1 , 232  lbs.  Miscellaneous  Foods  3 >024  lbs. 

Other  Canned  Food  1,190  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  foods  were  primarily  frozen  foods  which  had  to  be 
condemned  following  the  breakdown  of  deep-freeze  cabinets. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1970  s 


The  following  premises  were  subject  to  these  regulations: 


Factory  Canteens 

20 

Butchers 

19 

School  Canteens 

35 

Fishmongers 

7 

Cafes  &  Restaurants 

36 

Fruiterers  &  Greengrocers 

20 

Transport  Cafes 

6 

Grocers 

32 

Private  Clubs 

16 

Confectioners 

25 

Bakehouses 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

37 

Bakers  Shops 

12 

TOTAL  26? 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  proprietor  of  a 
Hatfield  restaurant  in  respect  of  12  offences  under  the  regulations. 

Eight  of  the  charges  were  proved,  the  total  fines  amounting  to  £95 »  with 
£50  costs o 

IMPORTED  FOOD  REGULATIONS,  1968s 

Frequent  visits  were  called  for  to  a  large  cheese  packing  factory 
in  the  district,  necessitated  by  an  increase  in  the  import  of  Container 
Irish  Cheese,  Examination  of  this  showed  that  it  was  generally  in 
excellent  condition. 

In  addition  960  tons  of  Chocolate  Crumbs  were  delivered  in  sealed 
containers  to  a  local  depot  for  despatch  to  a  manufacturer.  Approximately 

y/o  of  the  consignment  was  inspected  and  was  found  to  be  sound, 

POULTRY  PROCESSING? 

\ 

There  are  still  only  three  small  establishments  within  this  district 
where  the  number  killed  and/or  dressed  was  1,080  Turkeys  and  200  Capons. 
The  great  majority  of  these  were  prepared  for  Christmas. 

Thirteen  visits  were  made  to  the  various  premises  during  the  year 
and  no  birds  or  organs  were  reported  as  unfit. 


SALE  OF  OUT-CODED  AND  STALE  FOODs 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  from  the  public  regarding 
stale  or  mouldy  food  prompted  the  department  to  carry  out  a  survey  of 
,  all  food  shops  in  the  district 0 


During  the  past  year  many  discussions  have  taken  place  between 
manufacturers,  retailers,  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  Ministry  Departments  in  connection  with  the  date  stamping  and  coding 
of  foodo  All  food  is  coded  in  some  form  or  another  although  the 
interpretation  ol  the  coding  is  difficult 0  However,  cakes,  creams  and 
yogurts  and  some  packeted  bacon  and  cooked  meats  have  a  uniform  system 
of  coding  which  the  retailer  is  able  to  understand .  Bearing  this  in 
mind  the  survey  was  confined  to  these  products  only.  These  codings 
indicate  the  date  by  which  the  food  should  be  soldo 


On  the  whole  the  standard  of  stock  rotation  was  reasonably  good, 
particularly  in  the  larger  stores  where  the  responsibility  is  delegated 
to  one  person.  However,  many  smaller  shops  tended  to  leave  the  stock 
rotation  to  the  supplier  and  this  was  found  to  be  totally  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  details  relate  to  the  survey s- 


Number  of  premises  retailing  perishable  foods  ......  32 

Number  found  to  have  out-coded  food  on  sale  ........  22  (69 %) 


Total  number  of  cakes  found  out-of-code  ............  240 

”  "  cream  or  yogurts  out-of-code  .......  20 

"  "  ”  other  products  out-of-code  .........  14 


Of  the  22  premises  above  mentioned,  7  had  cakes  on  display  out-coded 
to  the  extent  of  several  days.  Two  were  found  to  have  very  unsatisfactory 
stock  rotation  systems.  One  shop  had  26  out  of  40,  and  another  had  31 
from  50  cakes  on  sale  out-of-code  varying  from  2  days  to  3  weeks. 


The  survey  was  concerned  only  with  the  staleness  of  food,  and  this 
should  not  be  confused  with  unfit  food,  for  it  does  not  by  any  means 
infer  that  staleness  indicates  an  unfit  state,  although  of  course  in 
some  instances  the  two  are  complementary.  Managers  of  all  the  shops  were 
co-operative  and  removed  out-of-code  foodstuffs  on  the  department's  advice. 
Letters  were  also  sent  to  retailers  advising  them  on  stock  rotation 
methods  and  warning  at  the  same  time  that  sale  of  out-coded  food  could 
well  become  unfit  and  therefore  an  infringement  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955o 


The  survey  received  wide  publicity  in  the  National  and  Local  Press, 
and  one  of  the  public  health  inspectors  was  invited  to  discuss  the  subject 
on  the  B.B.C.  programme  "World  at  One". 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA: 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  public  health 
inspectors  during  the  years- 


Public  Health  Acts 

Complaints 
Housing  Visits 
Infectious  Disease 
Visits  to  Path.  Lab. 

Water  Supplies 

Drainage / Sewerage 

Cesspools/Septic  Tanks 

Insect  Infestation 

Rodent  Control 

Agricultural  Premises 

Swimming  Pools 

Noise  Abatement 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

Poultry  Establishments 

Radioactive  Waste 

Long  Stay  Immigrants 

Rubbish  Accumulations 

Sundry  Nuisances 

Housing  Acts 

Housing  Inspections 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 
Overcrowding 
Improvement  Grants 
Qualification  Certificates 
Rent  Act 

Licensed  Caravan  Sites 
Gypsy  Caravans 

Food  &  Drugs  Acts 

Slaughterhouses 

Food  Inspection 

Food  Complaints 

Food  Shops 

Food  Warehouses 

Imported  Food 

Cafes  &  Restaurants 

Licensed  Premises 

Transport  Cafes 

Factory  &  School  Canteens 

Market  Food  Stalls 

Pet  Animals 

Mobile  Shops 


Total 

195 

20 

68 

33 

105 

210 

87 

120 

126 

21 

18 

31 

10 

13 

15 

7 

43 

149  1,271 


568 

1 

4 

2 

192 

224 

13 

34 

98  936 


45 

114 

75 

279 

10 

59 

136 

94 

26 

109 

198 

25 

50  1,220 
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Glean  Air  Acts 


Total 


Volumetric  Recordings 
Smoke  Observations 
Boiler  Plant  Inspection 

Factories  Act 

Power  Factories 
Non-Power  Factories 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway- 

Premises  Act,  1965 

General  Inspections 
Other  Inspections 


327 

52 

_9 


118 

1 


94 

129 


388 


119 


423 


NUISANCES  ABATED  :  CONTRAVENTIONS 'AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED: 


Houses 


Roofs  Renewed  or  Repaired  3° 
Chimney  Stacks  Rebuilt  or  Repaired  14 
Rainwater  Gutters/Pipes  Renewed/Repaired  5 
Walls  Repointed  or  Rendered  8 
Wall  or  Ceiling  Plaster  Renewed/Repaired  11 
Floors  Renewed/Repaired  10 
Windows  or  Doors  Renewed/Repaired  14 
Fireplaces  Renewed/Repaired  4 
Stairs  Renewed/Repaired  ;  Rails  Fixed  3 
Sub-floor  Ventilation  Provided  4 
Dampness  Abated  31 
Additional  Lighting  Provided  3 
Additional  Ventilation  Provided  _ \ 

Sanitary  Fittings,  etc. 

Sinks  Provided  or  Replaced  7 
Baths  &  Basins  Provided/ Replaced  4 
Hot  Water  Supplies  Provided  1 
Renewal/Repairs  to  W.C’s  9 
Drains  Constructed/Repaired  8 
Drains  Connected  to  Sewer  2 
Drains  Cleared  34 
Drains  Tested  16 
Offensive  Accumulations  Removed  _ 1 


Total 


140 


88 
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GENERAL 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1 961  § 


Following  is  a  summary  of  duties  carried  out  under  the  above  Act: 


Number  of  Factories  on  Register  « 0 .  o  •  © .  ©  © © . . © » *  <>  <»  © © *  © .  125 
Number  of  Inspec fcions  Made  ooooooo©ooo©»©©o©©©oooo©oe©  1 1 9 
Number  of  Notices  Served  as  a  Result  of  Notifications 

from  H©M©  Inspector  of  Factories  ©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©a  1 
Number  of  Defects  Remedied  ooooo&oooooooooooooe©oe©ooo  7 


Defects  Found 

Want  Of  Cleanliness  ooooooooooooooooooooooooooi»©soe»o©  7 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences  0  o © ©  0  ©  ©  © » © o  o  •  <>  •  •  •  •  ©  NIL 
Unsuitable  Sanitary  Conveniences  ©©©©©©©©©©©©©a©©©©©©©  NIL 
Other  Oi fences  Against  the  Act  ©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©oeo©  NIL 


Factories 

*With  Mechanical  Power  where  Section  7  enforced  © © ©  © © ©  *  124 

Without  Mg chetnic sil  ?ow@r  ©oooo®oo»oc©®o©©oooo«ooo«©©o© 

*Note  -  Section  7  refers  to  provision  and  maintenance  of  Sanitary 
Conveniences  and  although  primarily  the  responsibility  of  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories,  such  matters  must  he  referred  to  the 
Local  Authority© 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963? 

Following  are  details  of  information  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Employment  by  way  of  Annual  Report  for  1971 o  These  figures  do  not  include 
railway  premises,  schools,  crown  premises,  municipal  offices  and  offices 
in  factories,  which  are  the  responsibility  of  H©Me  Inspector  of  Factories* 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Number  of 

Total  Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

of  Registered 

Registered  Premises 

Registered 

Premises  at 

Receiving  a  General 

During  the 

Year 

End  of  Year 

Inspection  During 

the  Year 

Offices 

4 

98 

60 

Retail  Shops 

3 

182 

140 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  Establishments  open 

2 

10 

10 

to  Public,  Canteens 

1 

45 

45 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

10 

336 

256 

48 


Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises  -  474 


Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 

Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons  Employed 


0 1  f  1 C  e  S  OOOOOOO.OOOCOOOOO.  00.000000000000009  0.9 
Rft  tSlll  ShOpS  OGOOOOOOOOOOOGGOOO.  00.000.  0.000.00 

Wholesale  Departments ,  Warehouses  •  0  0  <> « . 0 .  . . . . « 
Catering  Establishments  open  to  Public 

C  ^11  ^  e  0  ns  ooooooooooooooooooo.ooo.oooooo.ooooooo 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ooooqgo9..oo99oo...o..o9.oo 


770 

856 

120 

347 

21 

2 


TOTAL  2,116 

TOTAL  MALES  1,019 

TOTAL  FEMALES  1 , 097 


Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Received  ...........  1 

Number  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  ............  1 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Received  NIL 

Number  of  Extension  of  Exemption  Applications  Granted  NIL 

Number  of  Exemption  Certificates  Cancelled  . .  NIL 

Number  of  Accidents  Notified  and  Investigated  .......  3 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  .  ....  0 ... » ........ .  14 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  ...co.......  9 


General  Comments 


There  have  been  no  major  problems  associated  with  the  administration 
of  the  Act  during  the  past  year.  Plans  of  new  offices  and  shops  are 
inspected  by  the  department  and  any  infringements  of  the  requirements  of 
the  act  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  architects. 

The  Ministry  booklet  "The  safe  use  of  Food  Slicing  Machines"  was 
distributed  during  the  year  but  many  premises  are  still  using  food  slicers 
with  the  guard  removed. 

During  1970  occupiers  of  all  premises  were  reminded  of  their  obligation 
to  report  accidents  under  Section  48  of  "the  Act.  Only  three  accidents  were 
notified  during  1971  and  it  is  thought  that  occupiers  are  not  notifying  the 
local  authority  as  required. 

Most  occupiers  of  new  premises  are  failing  to  register  their  premises 
with  the  local  authority  and  in  such  cases  they  are  reminded  to  do  so  by 
the  public  health  inspector. 
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A  problem  which  may  be  on  the  increase  concerns  the  question  of 
overcrowding.  Under  Section  5  of  the  Act  a  minimum  standard  of  room  space 
is  laid  down.  This  space  requirement  does  not  apply  to  the  following:- 

(a)  Shop  rooms  to  which  the  public  are  admitted . 

(b)  Offices  intended  for  public  use,  e.g.,  a  room  in  a  bank  or 
travel  agency  containing  a  counter  over  which  business  is 
done  with  the  public  throughout  the  day. 

(c)  Kiosks o 

(d)  Cinema  Box  Offices 0 

(e)  Ticket  and  booking  offices 0 

At  present  many  counters  are  open  to  the  public  but  some  insurance  companies 
are  requiring  the  counter  area  to  be  protected  by  glass  or  other  means  in 
such  a  way  that  the  screen  extends  to  the  height  of  the  ceiling,.  This  is 
virtually  making  a  separate  office  and  creating  overcrowding  and  ventilation 
problems o  One  office  was  granted  an  exemption  certificate  in  respect  of 
such  a  situation  during  1971 o 

During  the  year  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  a  local  restaurant 
proprietor  for  three  infringements  under  the  Act. 

Section  16  Did  fail  to  keep  free  from  any  substance  likely  to  cause 

persons  to  slip,  the  floor  of  the  kitchen  -  Guilty  -  Fined  £10. 

Section  17  Did  fail  to  securely  fence  .a  power  operated  food 

slicer  -  Guilty  -  Fined  £20. 

Section  50  Failure  to  display  abstract  of  Act  -  Guilty  -  Fined  £5« 
CARAVAN  SITES s 

The  two  permanent  Gypsy/Romany  sites  at  Holwell  and  Barbaraville 
housing  sixteen  and  six  caravans  respectively  continue  to  serve  a  good 
purpose,  and  cause  no  major  difficulties,,  Both  have  flush  toilets  and 
bath  or  showers  with  hot  water. 

Periodically  itinerants  settle  for  no  apparent  reason  and  concern  was 
aroused  when  in  the  matter  of  a  few  days  a  dozen  or  so  families  established 
themselves  on  the  old  Great  North  Road,  adjacent  to  Oldings  Corner.  The 
Council  ultimately  gave  notice  that  the  site  was  to  be  vacated  on  a  given 
date  and  this  materialised. 

Within  the  rural  district  there  are  approximately  160  private 
caravans  occupying  licensed  sites,  including  that  owned  by  the  Council  at 
Ellenbrook,  with  87 « 
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RODENT  CONTROL  g 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

It  is  quite  striking  how  consistent  the  pattern  of  rodent  control, 
mostly  resulting  from  household  complaints,  repeats  itself  year  after 
year.  One  would  expect  with  present  day  technology  and  research  that 
the  problem  would  show  a  decline  over  the  years,  but  this  is  certainly 
not  sOo  Warfarin  is  quite  effective  in  dealing  with  rats  in  this  part 
of  the  country  but  it  is  evident  that  mice  are  shewing  some  immunity, 
a  fact  acknowledged  by  the  Ministry,  and  strenuous  attempts  are  being 
made  to  develop  other  poisons  to  cope  with  the  situation,, 

We  have  poisons  which  will  kill  mice,  but  are  not  suitable  for 
baiting  on,  for  instance,  farms,  kennels  and  even  houses,  where  animals 
can  pick  it  up*  Similarly  in  canteens  where  it  would  not  be  an 
acceptable  methodo  In  view  of  this  a  number  of  spring  back  traps,  with 
suitable  bait,  have  been  used  with  more  success  than  warfarin* 

Over  40  annual  contracts  were  obtained,  entailing  at  least  monthly 
visits,  the  majority  being  farms,  with  some  business  premises,  factories 
and  warehouse  type  of  premises 0  The  value  of  these  amounted  to 
approximately  £520  p0a0 

No  charge  is  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling  houses* 


Following  is  a  summary  of  treatments  carried.  out:- 


Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

Business 

©  tC  0 

Total 

Properties  found 
to  be  RAT  infested 

510 

35 

35 

380 

Properties  found  to 
be  MOUSE  infested 

40 

35 

20 

95 

The  above  refers  to  premises 
these  were  each  visited  probably 

only,  i0e0, 
twice  a  month, 

in  the  case  of  35  farms 
making  a  total  of  840 

visits o 

INSECT  PESTS: 

The  following  additional  pests  were  also  dealt  with  following  requests 
by  ratepayers := 


Wasps  Nests 

338 

Bed  Bugs 

3 

Wild  Bees 

17 

Carpet  Beetles 

9 

Ants 

20 

Martin  Bugs 

2 

Woodworm 

21 

Cluster  Flies 

5 

Pleas 

14 
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Requests  from  ratepayers  for  the  destruction  of  wasps  nests  during 
the  year  reached  record  proportions,  these  being  338*  The  reason  for 
this  no  doubt  was  the  rather  exceptionally  mild  winter,  spring,  and  a 
warm  summer,  creating  favourable  conditions  for  the  Queens  * 

On  one  day  alone,  the  9th  August,  1971 »  no  fewer  than  26  requests 
were  received,  an  impossible  task  of  course,  for  apart  from  the  travel 
involved,  access  is  more  often  than  not  difficult,  lofts,  eaves  and 
sub  floor  situations  being  typical .  However,  every  one  was  dealt  with 
in  a  day  or  so.  The  public  health  student  lending  a  willing  hand  in 
coping  with  the  complaints., 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Lawrence  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator, 
not  forgetting  his  very  efficient  dog  Trixie,  in  coping  with  what  is 
truly  a  very  full  time  job. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTIONS 

The  graphs  show  the  ground  level  concentrations  of  smoke  and 
sulphur  dioxide  for  the  winter  months,  October  to  March,  for  the  years 
1963  to  19?2o 

True  yearly  comparisons  are  difficult  to  make  since  weather  and 
other  factors  have  a  marked  influence  on  readings.  In  general  the 
graphs  indicate  that  concentrations  of  smoke  show  a  general  decrease 
due  to  the  installations  of  central  heating  systems  using  liquid  and 
gaseous  fuels.  This  trend  is  expected  to  continue  and  with  the 
introduction  of  natural  gas  the  concentrations  of  sulphur  dioxide 
should,  over  the  next  few  years,  also  show  a  general  decrease. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  recurring  smoke  emissions  from  the 
rapidly  expanding  Polytechnic  virtually  ceased  during  the  year, 
the  3  old  coal  burning  units  being  replaced  by  oil  furnaces. 

Following  are  statistics  collated  from  our  two  recording 
apparatus  in  Hatfield. 
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MICRO-GRAMS  PER  CUBIC  METRE 


BRIARS  LANE  INFANTS  SCHOOL  -  SITE  NO.1 

'  1  ■"  *'  "■  ■  • 

WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

1963  -  1972 


SMOKE 

so2 


— - = — —7 — - 1 - i - 1 - 1 - 1  I  I 

63/64  64/65  65/66  66/67  67/63  68/69  69/70  70/71  71/72 


MONTHLY  WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  1971/72 


1971 

/72 

SMOKE 

S  0  2 

SMOKE 

/so2 

RATIO 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

OCT 

46 

108 

4 

89 

180 

33 

0.52 

NOV 

71 

193 

31 

135 

290 

74 

0.53 

DEC 

73 

165 

26 

106 

326 

34 

0.70 

JAN 

60 

221 

21 

134 

296 

65 

0.45 

FEB 

66 

184 

9 

141 

279 

54 

0.56 

MAR 

 54 

?i 

14 

121 

142 

56  1 

0.45 

FIGURES  IN  MICRO-GRAMS/CUBIC  METRE 


Winter  Average  SMOKE  =  61  microgrammes/cu. metre 

Winter  Average  S02  =  121  microgrammes/cu. metre 
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COUNCIL  OFFICES,  ST.  ALBANS  ROAD  -  SITE  NO ,3 


WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 

19^5  -  1972 


SMOKE 

S02 


0 


63/64 


64/65  65/66  66/67  67/68  68/69  69/70  70/71  71/72 


MONTHLY  WINTER  AVERAGES  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  1971/72 


- 

1971 

hi 

SMOKE 

S  0  2 

SMOKE 

/S02 

RATIO 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

Month 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Lowest 

Daily 

OCT 

55 

117 

11 

78 

183 

35 

0.71 

NOV 

58 

186 

12 

106 

206 

58 

0.55 

DEC 

64 

137 

21 

94 

265 

20 

0.68 

JAN 

69 

248 

27 

102 

235 

48 

0.68 

FEB 

59 

158 

13 

118 

239 

42 

0.50 

MAR 

I  81 

204 

25 

117 

266 

46 

0.69 

FIGURES  IN  MICRO-GRAMS/ CUBIC  METRE- 


Winter  Average  SMOKE  =  64  microgrammes/cu. metre 

Winter  Average  SO2  =  102  microgrammes/cu. metre 
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WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1971 


****************** 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


G.R.  TAYLOR, 


M.B0 ,  B.S. 


(London)  M.R.C.S.,  L*R.C„P.,  D.P.H* 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E*P.  RIGBY,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D,P.H#,  D.T.M.  &  H. 


Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector: 
D.N.  SIBLEY,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Clerks : 

J.  EVANS 
A.A.W.  CALLABY 
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WELWYN  SECTION 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  ^  232 

Population  (mid  year  1971  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  8*370 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  1972  2*821 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  1972  £440*689 

Net  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1971/72  £4^343 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  77 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  109 

Rate  for  1,000  population  13.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5.0 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  9.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  110 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  2 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  l8.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  19*0 

Illegitimate  "  ”  "  "  Illegitimate  live  births  - 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  9*0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  9*0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  Nil 
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Population 


The  Registrar-  General 9 s  estimate  of  the  population  in 
mid  1971  was  8,370,  an  increase  of  270  on  the  comparable  figure 
for  1970 »  The  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths  was  32° 

Births 

Live  births  showed  a  fall  of  3  from  the  figure  of  112 

in  1970 » 

Deaths 


Seventy  seven  persons  died,  a  decrease  of  7  on  the 
figure  for  1970e  There  was  no  great  variation  in  the  causes 
of  death  compared  with  previous  years  although  it  is  noteworthy 
that  there  we re  five  deaths  from  road  traffic  and  other 
accidents  and  two  suicides » 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  s- 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Average 
past  five 

years 

Heart  Disease 

13 

9 

24 

21 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease 

9 

10 

19 

13 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  2 

7 

9 

12 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

6 

4 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  2 

1 

3 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

1 

2 

mo 

Nephritis 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Road  Traffic  and  other  accidents  3 

2 

5 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

0= 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Leukaemia 

tsa 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

- 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other  defined  causes 

1 

1 

2 

3 

39 

38 

77 

Deaths  from  Cancers 

19 

Respiratory 

5  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  -  J 

Breast  -  4 

Uterus  -  Nil 

Unclassified  -  i 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates: 


The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1967,  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1971* 


Iftfant  Mortality 

There  were  two  infant  deaths  during  the  year,  one  due  to  failure 
of  respiration  in  a  prematurely  born  infant  and  the  other  at  4  months  of 
age  due  to  hydrocephalus  and  other  congenital  defects.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  for  the  District  shows  wide  fluctuations  as  it  depends 
upon  such  a  small  number  of  deaths  notified  annually • 
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Infectious  Diseases 


No  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received  from 
general  practitioners  or  hospitals  serving  the  district  during 
the  year*  During  the  Summer  two  families  with  gastro  enteritis 
were  investigated  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  these  upsets 
were  due  to  bacterial  food  poisoning*  Th©  complete  freedom 
from  measles  of  the  nursery  school  and  primary  school  children 
is  due  to  the  high  acceptance  level  of  vaccination  against  this 
disease*  A  short  lived  outbreak  of  nausea  and  sickness  among 
pupils  at  St*  Mary 5 s  Junior  School  was  investigated  and  found  to 
be  due  to  a  virus  infection  unrelated  to  the  taking  of  meals  at 
the  school*  The  illness  was  not  severe  and  the  children  were 
permitted  to  return  to  school  when  clinically  well-  usually 
after  48  hours* 

Tuberculosis 


No  fresh  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
received  during  the  year  but  one  middle  aged  man  under  treatment 
transferred  into  the  District* 

The  Chest  Clinics  at  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital, 
Welwyn  Garden  City  and  the  Lister  Hospital,  Hit chin,  undertake 
the  treatment  of  patients  in  Welwyn  and  the  southern  part  of  the 
District,  while  patients  from  the  Mardley  Hill/Woolmer  Green 
area  attend  Letchworth  Clinic*  Home  visiting  is  maintained 
through  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  and  the  Home  Nurses, 
and  I  am  again  grateful  to  Miss  C,F„  McMullen  for  advice  on 
the  domiciliary  care  of  patients  needing  the  support  of  the 
.social  services* 

There  was  a  satisfactory  acceptance  for  BoC«G.  vaccination 
of  pupils  living  in  the  District  attending  secondary  schools* 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  Or  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY; 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  Rural  District  of  Welwyn  is 
provided  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  and  potable  standards  have 
again  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  the  subject  of  this  report. 

Quality  control  is  as  usual,  high,  and  of  the  199  bacteriological 
and  7  chemical  samples  taken  during  the  year,  all  conformed  to  the 
standards  of  purity  considered  suitable  for  public  supply. 

SEWJSRS  AND  SEWERAGE: 

The  free  service  of  cesspool  emptying  is  still  being  continued 
in  those  parts  of  the  district  where  main  sewerage  is  not  readily 
and  suitably  available.  This  is  carried  out  by  contract,  the  sum  of 
the  individual  costings  being  defrayed  by  the  Council.  Householders 
electing  to  retain  cesspool  drainage,  although  main  sewerage  is 
readily  available,  are  charged  with  the  cost  of  the  specific  emptying 
service. 

The  sewerage  system  is  based  on  gravitation  from  woolmer  Green, 
through  Oaklands,  and  from  Codicote  Parish  (Hitchin  R.D. )  to  welwyn 
village.  Pumping  is  required  from  the  low  points  at  Burnham  Wood 
and  fulling  Mill  and  from  the  main  pumping  station  at  Mill  Lane. 

The  difficulties,  caused  by  rag  deposits  in  the  sewers  and  at 
the  pumping  stations  continue  to  increase,  and  daily  remedial  action 
is  necessary  at  pumphouses  throughout  the  entire  year  to  keep  the 
pumps  in  order. 

A  considerable  amount  of  oil  is  aJLso  noted  on  occasions  deposited 
in  the  catchment  chambers  over  weekend  periods.  This  is  believed  to 
be  caused  by  the  do-it-yourself  activities  of  some  private  motorists 
within  the  area. 

Systematic  routine  sewer  inspections  are  continually  carried 
out  where  slack  gradients  are  known  to  exist,  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  building  sites. 

Although  the  maintenance  of  household  drains  is  normally  the 
responsibility  of  the  owner  concerned,  difficulties  of  allocation  of 
responsibility  continually  arise  when  the  first  indication  of  a 
blocked  Council  sewer  shows  in  the  adjoining  drain  on  private 
property. 

There  is  no  main  sewage  disposal  works  within  the  area. 


61 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL : 


The  weekly  collection  of  trade  and  domestic  refuse  throughout 
the  Rural  District  has  continued  although  maintaining  the  ready 
availability  of  the  only  one  large  vehicle  for  each  working  day  has 
been  an  onerous  exercise*  Repairs  and  servicing,  so  far  as  is 
possible,  have  been  carried  out  by  special  arrangements  with  a 
private  contractor,  over  the  weekend  periods. 

A  routine  bin  count  made  in  July  1971  confirmed  that  the  total 
number  of  bins  emptied  v/eekly  had  increased  by  more  than  one  quarter 
since  1966*  An  additional  crew  member  has  been  employed,  bringing 
the  total  to  6* 

The  refuse  tip  at  Mardley  Heath  is  conveniently  situated  for 
short  hauls  from  most  of  this  Rural  District,  although  this  ease  and 
convenience  can  be  offset  in  winter  by  the  difficulties  experienced 
in  negotiating  a  heavy  lorry  over  ’made-up*  ground. 

Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  from  residents  in  the 
surrounding  areas  of  Oaklands  and  Woolmer  Green  relating  to  the 
presence  of  this  tip,  such  complaints  being  adequately  dealt  with  if 
and  when  possible. 

The  six  acre  site  set  aside  on  the  Heath  for  refuse  disposal 
purposes  is  being  continuously  graded,  and  the  advance  eastwards  of 
the  finished  level  is  quite  marked.  Routine  covering  is  carried  out 
as  each  load  arrives  and  the  normal  pest  control  actions  are  taken 
as  of  routine. 

*  Extra*  or  ‘special*  collections  on  what  is  normally  a  free 
service  basis  are  provided  for  householders  on  receipt  of  specific 
requests.  This  has  become  a  very  popular  service,  involving  the  use 
of  a  small  lorry  and  two  men,  for  four  days  per  working  week,  and 
bulky  items  not  acceptable  to  the  compression  type  larger  lorry  are 
removed  from  premises  and  transported  to  the  tip  in  this  way. 

One  half  of  the  labour  force  from  the  Mill  Lane  depot  are  now 
emplqyed  on  the  Council’s  refuse  services. 

Three  abandoned  cars  only  were  removed  for  disposal  during 
the  year,  several  having  been  removed  by  the  owners,  following 
informal  notice  from  the  Council. 
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RODENT  CONTROL  -  PREVENTION  Of  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949; 

SUMMARY  Of  WORK  DONE  fOR  PERIOD  1st  JANUARY  to  31st  DECEMBER  1971. 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises 
inspected  following 
notification, 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

i)  Rats 
ii)  Mice 

2,  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  srd/or 
mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification*, 


(b)  Number  infested  by 

i)  Rats 
ii)  Mice 


TYPE  Of  PROPERTY 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

) 

J  U5 

- 

70 

CO 

9 

10 

- 

6 

Rodent  control  is  carried  out  entirely  by  private  contract  and  is 
found  to  be  quite  satisfactory*  Instructions  are  obtained  regularly 
by  the  private  operator  from  the  Council  Offices,  and  liaison 
maintained  as  necessary*, 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  -  PRIVATE  SECTOR*, 

As  in  the  previous  year,  a  large  amount  of  public  relations 
work  within  the  Department ,  due  in  the  main  to  Government  publicity 
campaigns,  has  not  produced  proportionate  results,  mainly  owing  to  a 
misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the  public  of  the  attached  strings  - 
i.e.  the  standards  relating  to  the  word  "Improvements", 

In  this  area,  many  of  the  needless  enquiries  were  in  connection 
with  intended  extensions  to  modern  and  even  new  homes  -  although 
seme  otherwise  fully  'modernised*  properties  did,  due  to  age,  rank 
for  damp  proofing  grant  item  alone©  The  emphasis  was  again  on 
owner  occupied,  rather  than  on  tenanted  properties,  in  the  private 
sector,  and  once  again,  much  time  was  spent  with  intending  property 
purchasers,  who  did  not  proceed  to  contract,  Such  enquirers  wish  to 
discuss  at  the  same  time  the  other  Building  Control  aspects  ci  their 
intended  activities,  a  comprehensive  service  which  can  be  given  by 
one  individual  officer  in  the  smaller  Authority,  very  conveniently. 
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The  following  figures  of  grants  awarded  reflect  the  good 
existing  private  housing  standard  generally  in  this  district  , 
rather  than  any  lack  of  enthusiasm  among  the  general  public* 

6  Improvement  Grants  (Discretio nary )  were  approved ,  to  a 
total  grant  value  of  £2,6565  5  to  owner  occupiers ,  1  for  letting* 

5  Standard  Grants  were  approved,  to  a  total  grant  value  (before 
final  account)  of  £1,510®  A  varying  number  of  items  were  installed, 
bringing  all  the  5  properties  up  to  full  standard  amenity* 

>• 

2  were  owner  occupied  and  3  were  tenanted. 

IMPROVEMENTS  TO  COTOIL  OWNED  PROPERTIES 

Of  the  254  pre-war  houses  which  were  owned  by  the  Council  in 
mid-1 571 9  65  had  at  that  time  been  improved  to  full  standard  (32  in 
1970  and  33  in  1971)*  Survey  work  was  being  proceeded  with  in  1971 
on  the  remaining  189  dwellings,  in  order  that  tenders  could  b© 

invited  and  Grant  applications,  made* 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  MILWAT  PREMISES  ACT*  1963 

On  the  analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises,  I 
report  the  following  figures s- 


Offices  % 

415  persons  employed 

Retail  Slaopss 

73 

« 

w 

Catering  Establishments 

5  63 

w 

It 

Canteens  § 

22 

II 

n 

Total 

573 

Divided  into  327  males 

and  246  females* 

HOUSXNGs 

During  the  year  1 971 9  42  private  and  1 5  council  dwellings  were 
completed,, 

65  private  dwellings  were  under  construction  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  and  49  at  the  end  of  the  year* 
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INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT: 


Housing  defects  (not  Council  Houses)  16 
Food  Premises  40 
Cesspools  12 
Trade  effluent  1 2 
Moveable  dwellings  1 0 
Statutory  nuisances  25 
Slaughterhouses  NIL 
Bakeries  12 
Factories  26 
Improvement  Grants  99 
Building  -Regulations  15.30 
Petroleum  Acts  32 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  INSPECTION : 

— — — m— r— — m.Wi*  WiT»anOfc».Oi  -SixSKL .ssaagireqai— p—  I  r  ti 

The  following  food  was  surrendered  at  retail  shops  and 
canteens  in  the  district  during  the  year* 

14-1  Assorted  packages  of  Ice  Cream,  due  to  failure  of 

refrigeration  plants. 

20  lbs  English  Beef,  due  to  taint, 

unsound. 

Spoilage  due  to  fire  damage. 


84-  lbs  Cod  Fillets,  stale  and 
14^0  lbs  Flour  ) 
160  lbs  Cooking  Oil  ) 
15  lbs  Chicken  ) 
18  Jars  Assorted  Sea  Foods  ) 
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Appendix  to  District  Reports : 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  U.D.C. 

Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

<•- 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

.  w 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3t4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

2 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect,  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

131 

191 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect*  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excl, out¬ 
worker  3  *  pr orals  e  s ) 

- 

mt 

- 

- 

•Total 

133 

192 

- 

- 

;  *1 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

mm 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

GO 

Other  offences 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

10 

10 


3. 


OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel 
Brush  Making 


20 
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Appendix  to  District  Reports:  (Continued) 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  HATFIELD  R.D.C. 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written  j 
Notices  i 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3? 4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect 0 7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

124 

118 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Secto  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excl„  out¬ 
workers  f  premises ) 

Total 

125 

119 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe] 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

— 

— 

- 

- 

■- 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

3.  OUTWORKS 

Making  wearing  apparel  150 
Making  curtains  and  furniture  hangings  9 
Brush  making  1 
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160 


Appendix  to  District  Reports:  (Continued) 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  -  WELWYN  R.DrC„ 
Part  1  of  the  Act 


INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number 

of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  192,3<A  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect,  7  Is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

26 

32 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Seet0  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (exclo  out¬ 
workers®  premises) 

10 

14 

j  Total 

36 

46 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


E,  1  j 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe] 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

am 

— 

— 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

- 

ao 

— 

— 

- 

Other  offence 

s  - 

J 

am 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

r~-  1  nr,,....,,,,,.-...— n  rao  .rr-rrm.rr. 

OKI 

- 

- 

- 

3 „  OUTWORKERS 

Making  wearing  apparel  30 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


WELWYN  DIVISION  ~  HEALTH  SERVICES,  1971 

'™r*  -rcMsrfsfc-  m  mBUMaMDiiiannrw  ■sacaMrawwriiMrt  r  ■  -r«.ic  «-  <zaau.  *  n>«-T-XT«^  Art.  y*j 

This  section  provides  information  and  comment  on  those  aspects  of 
the  Comity  Health  Services  which  have  received  special  attention  during 
the  year®  Mention  is  also  made  of  some  of  the  associated  voluntary 
services  provided  in  the  area®  More  detailed  information  on  the  whole 
range  of  the  County  Health  Services  is  to  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  1971 ® 

At  their  meeting  in  November  the  Mid  Herts  Divisional  Health 
Executive  agreed  that  they  should  continue  in  being,  particularly  to 
keep  themselves  informed  on  the  development  of  the  Health  Services 
until  the  transfer  to  the  newly  established  Area  Health  Authority  in 
197^  •  It  was  agreed  that  meetings  would  be  held  at  six  monthly  inter¬ 
vals  and  that  the  Clerk  would  convene  a  special  meeting  of  the  Executive 
when  the  need  arose® 

Miss  D„Ao  Reay,  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  since  July  1958,  retired 
at  the  end  of  July®  I  would  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  support  and  close  attention  she  gave  to  maintaining  the 
high  standard  of  work  and  cordial  relationships  among  the  nursing 
team  in  Mid  Hertfordshire®  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  M.G.  Pritchard 
from  East  Herts  Division  In  October,  who  was  joined  later  in  the  year 
by  Miss  Pc  Tomkies  and  Miss  J®  Robson,  Nursing  Officers  from  the 
North  Herts  Division® 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  a  Divisional 
Medical  Panel  has  been  set  up  with  representatives  of  the  Medical 
Staff  Committee  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  and  of  the  Local 
Medical  Committee  of  the  Hertfordshire  Executive  Council  to  co¬ 
ordinate  support  for  the  Social  Services  Department  and  to  take  a 
critical  look  at  some  of  the  specific  community  needs  in  the  area  with 
a  view  to  more  effective  use  of  the  medical  and  medico-social 
resources® 

APPOINTMENT  OF  AUXILIARY  HELPERS  TO  THE  COMMUNITY  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  first  appointments  of  Auxiliary  Helpers  to  the  District 
Nursing  Service  were  made  in  1971°  Three  were  appointed,  one  for 
each  area,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hatfield  and  Potters  Bar®  No 
special  qualifications  are  required  but  the  auxiliary  has  some 
practical  instruction  and  preparation  in  carrying  out  non-nursing 
attention  to  sick,  handicapped,  frail  and  elderly  patients®  She 
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is  introduced  to  her  duties  by  the  domiciliary  nursing  sister  and 
provides  much  needed  assistance  in  helping  patients  in  and  out  of  bed, 
helping  with  dressing  and  undressing,  assisting  with  toilet  and 
bathing,  care  of  the  hair,  care  of  the  feet  and  other  duties  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  Nursing  Officer o 

The  auxiliary  helper  is  a  member  of  the  group  medical  practice 
nursing  team  and  is  responsible  directly  to  the  District  Nursing  Sister 
to  whom  she  reports  any  change  in  the  patient 8 s  condition o  In  addition 
to  the  duties  outlined,  she  is  required  to  assist  District  Nurses  with 
the  nursing  of  heavy  and  severely  handicapped  patients 0  They  have 
already  proved  to  be  such  an  essential  part  of  the  nursing  team  that  it 
is  proposed  to  appoint  another  auxiliary  helper  in  each  area  in  1972. 

DRUG  ADDICTION  IN  MID  HERTFORDSHIRE 

The  availability  of  Heroin  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  continues  to  be  a 
source  of  concern  both  on  account  of  the  number  of  former  drug  takers 
who  are  relapsing  into  difficulties  and  needing  treatment  and  support, 
and  also  for  the  danger  this  presents  to  younger  people  who  might  be 
persuaded  to  start  injecting  themselves o  In  the  middle  of  1971  the 
availability  of  Chinese  (adulterated)  Heroin  from  the  Central  London 
area  increased  but  has  since  reduced  following  more  intensive  police 
action o  As  supplies  obtained  from  this  source  prove  to  contain  such 
variable  amounts  of  Heroin  (if  any)  the  attraction  of  this  form  of 
drug  is  waning o  Heroin  taking  in  this  Division  is  still  largely 
confined  to  the  established  group  of  young  drug  takers,  many  of  whom 
are  making  determined  efforts  to  overcome  their  addiction  with  the 
help  of  medical  and  social  work  support  and  it  is  encouraging  to  report 
that  much  of  the  ebullience  and  violence  has  been  taken  out  of  the 
local  scene  with  little  evidence  of  extension  to  young  people  in  schools 
and  youth  clubs „  Fortunately  the  element  of  display  and  injecting 
in  public  has  also  declined  so  that  the  practices  of  this  group  of 
hard  drug  takers  are  not  advertised  so  blatantly  as  they  were  two  or 
three  years  ago®  The  Police  Department  report  closer  co-operation 
with  the  Metropolitan  Police  in  their  efforts  to  reduce  the 
trafficking  of  drugs  between  Hertfordshire  and  the  Central  London 
area  and  it  is  encouraging  to  find  that  young  people  newly  coming  into 
the  drug  scene  are  becoming  known  to  the  police  at  an  earlier  stage 
than  formerly o  There  have  been  no  significant  instances  of  breaking 
and  entering  into  commercial  premises  or  pharmacists®  and  doctors' 
premises  in  Mid  Hertfordshire 0 

The  smoking  of  cannabis  is  still  prevalent  among  young  people 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  22  and  also  among  a  few  misguided  adults  and 
this  drug  is  readily  available  to  groups  of  young  people  mainly  outside 
the  educational  system.  In  spite  of  warnings  given  by  eminent 
authorities  in  the  drug  field  there  are  many  parents  who  either  condone 
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or  turn  a  blind  eye  to  the  evidence  of  cannabis  smoking  by  young  persons 
in  the  home  and  who  make  inadequate  attempts  to  meet  their  children es 
protestations  regarding  the  harmlessness  of  Cannabis  by  providing  more 
mature  advice  regarding  the  undesirable  long  term  effects  of  reefer 
smoking.  The  taking  of  amphetamine  tablets  still  seems  to  wax  and 
wane  depending  upon  availability  but  there  has  been  a  steady  reduction 
in  the  official  prescribing  of  all  drugs  containing  amphetamine 
substances  by  the  hospitals  and  local  medical  practitioners *  In 
Hatfield  the  sniffing  of  adhesive  glue  (evostick)  continues  to  be 
reported  among  young  people  of  15  -  l8  years.  This  practice  provides 
a  temporary  stimulus  similar  to  amphetamines,  the  main  cause  for 
concern  being  the  ready  availability  to  younger  children  and  use  by 
children  of  school  age.  It  is  difficult  to  deal  effectively  w ith  this 
problem  for  undue  publicity  may  well  lead  to  an  extension  of  the  habit 
among  children  and  for  the  present  it  is  probably  best  left  to  the 
staffs  of  schools  and  youth  leaders  in  clubs  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  for 
this  practice  and  give  prompt  warnings  where  necessary.  The  police 
Drug  Squad  report  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  use  of 
L.S.D.  throughout  the  county,  particularly  the  micro  dot  tablets,  the 
price  of  which  is  at  present  £l  each,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that 
Mid  Hertfordshire  is  heavily  involved  in  this.  When  approached  the 
psychiatrists  report  that  there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  admissions 
of  young  people  with  psychiatric  difficulties  following  the  taking  of 
L.S.D. 


Attendances  at  the  Addiction  Centre  have  increased  because  of  the 
general  availability  of  Heroin  and  a  succession  of  young  people  coming 
forward  in  an  earnest  desire  to  receive  treatment  for  their  addiction 
leading  on  to  long  term  rehabilitation.  The  total  numbers  attending  the 
clinic  rose  to  28  by  the  end  of  the  year,  necessitating  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  urine  samples  needing  analysis  to  provide  evidence  of  drug 
taking.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  coming  forward  for  treat¬ 
ment  is  also  related  to  the  intensity  of  police  activity  in  the  area  and 
intensive  probation  work  following  Court  sentences.  Admissions  to  the 
Psychiatric  Wing  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  for  the  treatment 
of  drug  addiction  increased  from  an  average  of  2  -  3  in  the  summer  to 
7  -  8  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  is 
now  an  experienced  and  interested  nursing  team  at  the  hospital  who  are 
playing  an  important  role  in  gaining  the  confidence  of  those  seeking 
treatment  and  also  assisting  in  rehabilitative  activities  in  the 
Community.  Dr.  Hedley,  Warden  at  Roe  Hill  House,  the  Rehabilitation 
Hostel,  assists  regularly  at  the  Addiction  Centre  and  he  and  his  staff 
have  close  contact  with  the  addiction  patients  and  the  staff  in  the 
hospital  wards  providing  a  useful  link  with  the  rehabilitation  services 
at  the  hostel.  The  information  and  advice  centre  at  Hatfield 
(Bridges)  has  now  been  open  for  a  year  during  which  time  a  reliable 
band  of  voluntary  helpers  has  been  recruited  to  assist  at  the  centre 
and  in  outside  activities.  This  is  an  initial  information  and 
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rescue  service  aimed  at  providing  prompt  assistance  for  young  people  at 
times  of  urgent  social  breakdown  and  continues  to  do  very  good  work 
amongst  unattached  drifting  young  people  throughout  Mid  Hertfordshire 
linking  up  with  the  whole  range  of  social  services  support 0 

At  Roe  Hill  House  there  has  been  steady  progress  in  building  up 
the  staff  under  the  warden  Dr0  Hedley  and  a  group  of  residents  (at 
present  eight)  who  are  fully  engaged  in  group  activities  at  the  centre, 
at  first  largely  confined  to  the  House  and  later  extending  into  outside 
rehabilitative  occupation  and  placement  in  suitable  work  situations „ 

As  expected  it  has  taken  many  months  to  fully  establish  this  hostel 
and  evolve  a  satisfactory  scheme  of  support  and  training  but  the  staff 
have  now  gained  experience  in  coping  with  the  many  problems  which 
arise  during  the  difficult  period  when  the  former  drug  taker  takes  up 
residence,  joins  the  group  discussions,  and  for  the  first  time  begins 
to  learn  some  of  the  basic  reasons  for  his  past  inadequacies  and  the 
standards  that  must  be  achieved  on  the  road  to  rehabilitation.  While 
it  is  hoped  that  residents  will  stay  for  the  full  period  of  nine  months 
to  a  year,  several  for  various  reasons  leave  earlier  but  their  stay  in 
the  hostel  usually  proves  to  have  been  of  lasting  benefit  and  some 
subsequently  apply  for  readmission  and  continue  their  progress  after  a 
temporary  period  of  difficulty „ 

The  Heads  of  all  schools  in  Mid  Hertfordshire  are  now  well  aware  of 
the  drug  problem  and  most  schools  have  incorporated  regular  advice  on 
the  dangers  of  drug  taking  as  part  of  their  personal  and  community 
relationships  courses a  Several  of  the  Heads  have  expressed  concern  at 
the  increasing  number  of  children  in  secondary  schools  who  seem  to  be 
at  risk  of  drug  taking,  especially  those  from  broken  homes  and  homes 
where  parents  do  not  provide  the  continued  support  and  guidance  which 
their  children  undoubtedly  need  to  assist  them  in  learning  to  make 
correct  decisions  during  the  difficult  years  of  adolescence. 

The  Mid  Herts  Working  Party  has  played  a  very  important  part  in 
maintaining  public  interest  and  promoting  educational  activities  in 
addition  to  personal  supportive  work  that  several  individual  members 
undertake.  The  parents9  group  meets  regularly  to  discuss  individual 
problems  and  public  meetings  are  arranged  in  the  outlying  communities 
which  have  become  involved  in  the  drug  taking  scene.  The  displays  of 
educational  materials  and  showing  of  new  educational  films  on  drugs 
provide  very  popular  evenings  for  a  large  group  of  professional  and  lay 
members . 

In  conclusion  it  would  appear  that  the  overall  situation  in  Mid 
Herts  continues  to  show  promise  as  there  is  little  evidence  of 
significant  extension  of  serious  drug  taking  among  young  people  in 
the  community «  There  is  still  the  group  of  former  hard  drug  takers 
who  will  continue  to  present  problems  and  be  in  need  of  treatment  and 
support  for  several  years,  but  we  are  developing  improved  resources 
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to  aid  these  people  and  it  is  significant  that  the  serious  drug  taking 
is  now  a  far  quieter  and  sophisticated  practice  than  formerly 0  If 
only  the  smoking  of  Cannabis  would  decline  and  parents  could  be  made  to 
realise  that  their  children  need  their  continuing  advice  and  support 
particularly  in  their  personal  relationships  and  leisure  activities 
during  the  formative  years  of  early  adolescence,  the  future  could  be 
much  more  assured „  It  is  in  the  nature  of  youth  to  wish  to  experiment, 
to  experience  for  themselves,  and  to  challenge  accepted  codes  of 
behaviour,  but  it  remains  the  duty  of  all  good  parents  to  be  on  the 
watch  for  situations  in  the  home  when  their  children  rebel  against 
accepted  standards «  Frank  discussion  within  the  family  at  these  times 
on  the  moral  and  personal  issues  involved  with  full  understanding  and 
guidance  can  often  clarify  the  issues  involved  and  avoid  further 
kicking  over  the  traces * 

MID  HERTFORDSHIRE  SMOKING  PROJECT 

Following  consultation  with  Dr„  Julia  Dawkins  at  the  Department  of 
Health,  the  Chest  Physicians  and  the  County  Health  Education  Officer, 
proposals  for  a  wide  educational  drive  against  cigarette  smoking  -  the 
Mid  Herts  Smoking  Project  -  were  prepared  in  the  Autumn  and  presented 
to  local  organisations  to  gain  their  interest  and  co-operation c  At 
the  outset  it  was  realised  that  more  effective  measures  needed  to  be 
taken  by  the  Central  Government  to  combat  the  effects  of  the  large  sums 
spent  by  the  tobacco  manufacturers  in  promoting  the  habit 0  As  a 
result  of  earlier  campaigns,  the  general  public  are  becoming  increasingly 
aware  of  the  dangers  to  health  especially  from  bronchitis,  lung  cancer 
and  cardio  vascular  disorders  resulting  from  continued  heavy  cigarette 
smoking,  but  this  knowledge  by  itself  is  not  sufficient  to  persuade 
smokers  to  give  up  the  habit „  The  problem  is  not  one  of  explaining 
the  medical  facts,  but  of  reinforcing  the  will  or  motivation  so  that 
smokers  realise  that  they  should  and  can  successfully  stop  smoking* 

To  this  end,  the  purpose  of  the  Mid  Herts  Project  has  been  to 
attempt  to  get  smokers  to  look  more  closely  at  their  reasons  for  smoking 
and  thereby  come  to  a  decision  to  stop  or  at  least  modify  their  smoking 
habits  to  those  less  injurious  to  health* 

The  approach  to  local  organisations,  heads  of  schools,  youth 
leaders  and  some  industrial  firms  in  October  met  with  an  encouraging 
response,  the  aim  being  to  see  what  could  be  achieved  over  the  follow¬ 
ing  six  months  *  Two  major  sub  projects  rapidly  developed,  one  promoted 
by  the  Divisional  Education  Officer  and  Heads  of  Secondary  Schools  to 
report  on  the  smoking  habits  of  children  attending  schools  and  evaluate 
methods  of  group  discussion  and  means  of  discouraging  children  from 
taking  up  the  habit,  and  secondly  at  Avdel,  a  light  engineering  company 
employing  some  980  people,  where  with  the  co-operation  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  it  was  hoped  to  study  the  prevalence  of  smoking  in  various 
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occupations  and  departments  and  attempt  to  reduce  smoking  among  some 
groups  of  employees  to  a  point  where  non  smoking  is  accepted  as  the 
norm® 


The  relative  success  of  the  efforts  put  into  this  project  will 
be  assessed  so  that  comparison  can  be  made  with  other  schemes 
promoted  on  different  lines  in  the  neighbouring  Divisions ® 

MARRIAGE  GUIDANCE 

Marriage  Guidance  work  throughout  the  Division  continued  to 
expand  during  the  year  and  useful  exchanges  of  view  took  place  with 
officers  of  the  Social  Services  Department  on  the  role  of  Marriage 
Guidance  within  the  new  social  services  framework®  The  Mid  Herts 
Marriage  Guidance  Council  has  regular  counselling  sessions  at 
Gooseacre  and  Parkway  Health  Centres  and  at  the  Friends  Meeting  House 
in  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Queensway  Health  Centre  at  Hatfield  and  at 
Welwyn  Civic  Centre®  Services  in  the  Potters  Bar  area  are  provided 
by  the  Barnet  Marriage  Guidance  Council® 

An  average  of  eleven  Counsellors  were  available  for  remedial 
work  during  the  year,  the  majority  of  clients  being  granted  an 
interview  within  2-3  weeks®  The  Council  sponsored  five  candidates 
for  selection  for  the  two  year  training  programme  provided  by  the 
National  Body,  but  more  candidates  are  required  particularly  from 
Hatfield  if  the  Council  is  to  respond  to  the  ever  increasing  demand 
for  counselling®  The  number  of  new  clients  and  total  interviews 
granted  during  the  year  increased  by  25%>  but  the  main  value  of  the 
Counsellors*  work  is  measured  more  by  the  many  anxieties  relieved, 
and  personal  relationships  enriched  through  the  patience  and  wisdom 
of  the  Counsellors® 

The  resources  of  the  local  Guidance  Council  were  also  stretched 
to  the  limit  in  the  educational  work  in  schools,  colleges  and  youth 
organisations®  A  particularly  interesting  project  was  mounted  at 
Monks  Walk  School,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  where  in  conjunction  with  the 
Staff,  six  Counsellors  and  two  doctors  discussed  questions  of  personal 
relationships  and  attitudes  in  modern  society  with  the  pupils.  The 
Education  Councillors  devoted  33  sessions  to  colleges  of  further 
education  and  13  with  youth  organisations®  A  total  of  72  couples 
attended  marriage  preparation  courses  given  by  the  Counsellors® 

FAMILY  PLANNING  ARRANGEMENTS 


In  December  the  County  Council  reaffirmed  its  general  policy  to 
maintain  the  present  agency  arrangements  through  the  Family  Planning 
Association  and  local  clinics  for  advice  on  contraception  and  the 
medical  -examination  of  persons  seeking  advice,  and  the  supply  of 
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contraceptive  substances  and  appliances.  A  substantial  increase  in 
the  block  grant  payable  to  these  agencies  was  approved  rising  to  a 
total  of  some  £70,000  over  the  County  for  the  period  1972/74.  A 
circular  issued  by  the  Department  of  Health  in  July  1971  makes  it  clear 
that  where  an  agency  operates  on  behalf  of  a  Local  Authority  no  charge 
may  be  made  of  individuals  for  the  medical  examinations  carried  out. 

It  is  to  this  end  that  increased  financial  support  has  been  made  by  the 
County  Council. 

In  Welwyn  Garden  City  the  service  is  provided  by  the  Welwyn  Garden 
City  Family  Planning  Clinic,  the  first  local  committee  to  provide  such 
a  service  in  Hertfordshire  and  now  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mrs.  P. 
Breeze,  while  in  Hatfield  and  Potters  Bar  the  services  are  organised 
by  the  Hertfordshire  and  Bedfordshire  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning 
Association  -  Mrs.  K.  Arger,  Branch  Secretary, 

Welwyn  Garden  City;  Busy  clinic  sessions  are  held  at  the  following 

centres:- 

Gooseaere  Health  Centre  -  Mondays  7  -  8.30  p.m*  (two  doctors) 

Thursdays  1.30  -  3»00  p.m*  (two  doctors) 

Viaduct  Health  Centre  -  Wednesdays  7»30  -  8.30  p.m.  by  appointment 

(one  doctor) 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Hospital  ~  Monday  p.m.  post  natal. 

The  steady  increase  in  attendances  has  levelled  off  recently,  as 
more  local  clinics  are  opened  in  the  County.  In  1971  there  was  a 
total  of  6886  attendances  of  which  628  were  new  patients  and  1427  were 
to  obtain  supplies  only.  No  appointment  system  is  operated  at  the 
Gooseaere  sessions  as  many  women  prefer  to  attend  at  will,  although 
this  does  result  occasionally  in  sessions  being  unduly  burdened. 

Three  doctors  and  three  state  registered  nurses,  all  with  special 
training  and  experience  in  family  planning  work,  are  engaged  during 
sessional  time  aided  by  a  loyal  and  hard  working  group  of  voluntary 
workers  responsible  for  reception,  records  and  the  sale  of  supplies. 

The  contraceptive  pill  introduced  in  1962  has  provided  a  more 
acceptable  form  of  birth  control,  particularly  with  younger  women  and 
may,  of  course,  be  prescribed  under  the  National  Health  Service  by  any 
general  practitioner  undertaking  family  planning  counselling  and  treat¬ 
ment.  A  detailed  medical  history  is  obtained  and  examination  under¬ 
taken  by  the  clinic  doctor  before  advice  is  given  on  the  most  suitable 
method  of  contraception  to  be  followed,  and  the  client's  general 
practitioner  is  notified  by  confidential  report  when  the  woman  either 
starts  on  the  contraceptive  pill,  or  has  an  in tra -uterine  device 
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inserted,  A  cervical  smear  for  the  cytology  test  is  also  taken  from 
each  woman  who  is  medically  examined 0  Both  married  and  unmarried 

woman  above  the  age  of  16  years  attend  the  clinics,  the  decision  as 
to  whether  contraceptive  advice  is  given  to  the  young  unmarried  women 
resting  with  the  clinic  doctors,  A  counselling  service  is  provided 

for  students  above  1 6  years  of  age  attending  the  College  of  Further 
Education  or  the  Hatfield  Polytechnic, 

Regular  weekly  family  planning  sessions  were  commenced  at  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  11  Hospital  in  April  1969  as  part  of  the  outpatient 
post-natal  sessions  on  Monday  afternoons  but  attendances  have  not 
reached  the  expected  totals  so  by  agreement  with  the  hospital  these 
sessions  have  b«3»  superseded  by  a  weekly  family  planning  session 
available  to  all  departments  and  the  staff  of  the  hospital  under  Dr, 
Last,  one  of  the  Family  Planning  doctors  appointed  by  the  hospital. 


The  numbers  of  men  and  women  requesting  sterilisation  on 
medical  advice  is  slowly  increasing  -  some  20  -  30  per  year  -  these 
clients  being  referred  to  their  medical  practitioners,  Male 
sterilisation  (vasectomy)  can  be  undertaken  at  the  out  patient 
departments  of  local  hospitals. 


Hatfield  and  Potters  Bag,  The  local  branch  of  the  Family  Planning 
Association  holds  the  following  sessions  where  women  are  seen  by 
appointment : - 


Queensway  Health  Centre,  Hatfield, 


Mondays 
Tuesdays 
Wednesdays 
3rd  Thursday 
Fridays 


6,4.3  -  8,13  p*m, 

7,00  -  8,30  p.mo 

7,00  -  8,30  p.m0 

1*30  -  3*00  PrflU 

9*3°  -  11*30  a.m. 


Cranborne  Health  Centre,  Potters  Bar 
Fridays  9*30  -  11,00  afme 

The  Elms  Clinic,  Potters  Bar 

Wednesdays  7*00  -  8,30  p,m. 


Following  discussions  with  Mrs,  Arger  the  Wednesday  evening 
session  at  Potters  Bar  has  been  transferred  to  the  Elms  Clinic  for 
the  greater  convenience  of  clients 
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As  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  the  whole  range  of  contraceptive  advice 
and  treatment  is  available,  and  the  Hatfield  clinic  is  recognised  by 
the  Family  Planning  Association  as  a  nurse  teaching  centre*  Monthly 
attendances  have  remained  constant  in  recent  months,  a  total  of 
2,725  patients  attending  at  Hatfield  from  January  to  October  (279  new 
patients)  and  1,366  patients  at  Potters  Bar  (169  new  patients)* 

In  addition  to  those  women  who  attend  on  their  own  initiative 
or  on  personal  recommendation,  many  are  referred  by  their  general 
practitioners,  health  visitors,  midwives  and  social  workers  on 
medical,  domestic  and  social  grounds*  Local  Authority  staff  are 
encouraged  to  consider  the  need  for  such  positive  referrals  in  their 
work,  and  in  the  period  April  -  October,  some  82  clients  were  referred 
at  Hatfield  and  85  at  Potters  Bar* 

In  general  the  major  health  centres  provide  ideal  conditions  for 
the  busy  sessions,  with  occasional  modifications  to  adapt  rooms  for 
convenient  use  and  overcome  storage  problems.  No  charge  is  made 
for  the  use  of  premises  for  these  sessions*  At  Potters  Bar  the 
Family  Planning  Association  hold  occasional  Counselling  sessions  for 
marital  (psycho-sexual)  problems,  and  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Clinic 
hope  to  provide  a  similar  service  when  the  staffing  situation  permits* 

SEXUALLY  TRANSMITTED  DISEASES 

A  major  difficulty  in  presenting  a  reliable  picture  of  the  amount 
of  venereal  disease  in  the  Mid  Hertfordshire  area  is  the  lack  of 
information  on  the  total  number  of  cases  diagnosed*  Regular  returns 
are  received  from  the  special  treatment  centres  in  Hertfordshire  but 
as  these  diseases  are  not  notifiable  the  number  of  persons  seeking 
advice  and  treatment  from  centres  in  the  London  area  is  not  known* 

The  following  summary  of  the  returns  from  the  treatment  centres 
at  Watford,  St.  Albans,  Hitchin  and  Luton  showing  the  number  of 
persons  attending  from  the  Mid  Herts  area  indicate  that  total 
attendances  and  the  incidence  of  Gonorrhoea  is  steadily  rising*  This 
conforms  with  the  steady  rise  in  the  National  figures  for  sexually 
transmitted  diseases* 

WELWYN  DIVISION 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other  conditions 

1969 

- 

13 

88 

1970 

1 

22 

107 

1971 

24 

131 

Recent  infection  with  Syphilis  the  most  serious  of  the  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  is  now  fortunately  rare  and  usually  follows 
infection  incurred  abroad  or  from  persons  recently  arrived  in  this 
country  from  abroad. 

Gonorrhoea  and  non  specific  urethritis  which  often  responds  less 
readily  to  antibiotic  treatment  are  however  increasing  and  a  cause 
for  concern,  particularly  among  adolescents  who  are  too  often  unaware 
of  the  risks  involved  in  casual  sexual  relationships.  Senior  pupils 
at  Secondary  schools  and  Colleges  receive  some  guidance  on  this  but 
there  is  a  need  to  introduce  more  effective  publicity  for  the  age 
group  l8  -  24  which  has  the  highest  incidence.  There  is  also  a 
need  for  more  precise  information  to  enable  social  and  cultural  groups 
particularly  at  risk  to  be  identified.  Representatives  of  the 
Education,  Health  and  Social  Services  Committees  are  meeting  to 
consider  means  of  promoting  more  effective  liaison  and  publicity  in 
controlling  sexually  transmitted  diseases  and  to  obtain  more  inform¬ 
ation  on  groups  specially  at  risk.  Close  liaison  is  maintained 
with  Dr.  G.  Ewart  Cree,  the  Consultant  Venereologist  at  the  treat¬ 
ment  centres  in  Hertfordshire  particularly  for  the  tracing  and 
visiting  of  contacts  in  this  area. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres  -  Days  and  Times 


GOOSSACRE  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Cole  Green  Lane, 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  2-4  p.m.) 

PARKWAY  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Parkway , 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(Wednesday  and  Thursday 
2-4  p,m. ) 

PANSHANGER  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Daniells , 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(Monday  2  -  4  p.m.) 

VIADUCT  HEALTH  CENTRE  , 

Sewells, 

Welwyn  Garden  City. 

(Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
2-4  p.m.) 

WOOLMER  GREEN  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Village  Hall, 

Woolmer  Green. 

(Thursday  1st  and  3rd  in  month 
2-4  p.m.) 

QUEENSWAY  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Queens way, 

Hatfield. 

(Tuesday,  Wednesday  2  -  4  p.m. 
Thursday  9.30  -  11.30  a.m.) 

HILLTOP  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Bishops  Rise, 

Hatfield. 

(Friday  9«30  -  11.30  a.m.  and 
2-4  p.m.) 

yu.  r 


WELWYN  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Civic  Centre, 

Prospect  Place, 

Welwyn . 

(Friday  2-4  p.m.) 

ESSENDON  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Village  Hall, 

Essendon. 

(Thursday  2nd  and  4th  in  month 
2-4  p.m. ) 

BROOKMANS  PARK  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Congregational  Church  Hall, 

Brookmans  Park, 

Nr.  Hatfield. 

(Friday  2nd  and  4th 
10  -  12  a.m.) 

CUFFLEY  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
’Undercroft’ , 

St.  Andrew’s  Church  Hall, 

Cuffley . 

(Wednesday  2  -  4  p.m.) 

'  i  «■ 

THE  ELMS  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

High  Street, 

Potters  Bar. 

(Monday  and  Wednesday 
2-4  p.m.) 

CRANBORNE  HEALTH  CENTRE, 

Mutton  Lane, 

Potters  Bar. 

(Tuesday  and  Thursday 
2-4  p,m.) 

NORTH  MYMMS  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE, 
Memorial  Hall, 

Station  Road, 

North  Mymms. 

(Thursday  2  -  4  p.m.) 
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